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in the Hearts of BELIEVERS. 


o 


ROM VEL a6: . \- 
The Spirit itſelf beareth Witneſs with our ir, that 
we ure the Children of GOD. 


HESE Words of the inſpired Apoſtle exhibit to us 
a precious Privilege, very much to the Comfort of 
all true Chriſtians : which, yet, have been greatly 
miſunderſtood, and abuſed to the Support of Errors 
in Opinion, and Practice, of dangerou Tendency, -: 

Tt ſhall be my Endeavour, by Divine Aſſiſtance, to open this 

Paſſage of ſacred Writ, and ſet it, as far as I am able, in a clear 

Light, and particularly to ſhew what we are to underſtand by 

the Witneſs of the Spirit, of which ſo much is ſpoken in Trea- 

tiſes of practical Divinity, and which is ſo much talk'd of at 

this Day, and highly pretended to by many. 

Without going into the Context (wherein the Apoſtle is diſ- 
courſing of the Chriſtian's Privileges by Chriſt, particularly that 

of Adoption into God's Family) we may take the Words as an 

entire Propoſition, containing this Privilege of all true Believers, 

that they have the Spirit of in them, teſtifying their Adop- 

tion, or holding forth ſufficient Evidence, whence they may 

draw this Concluſion, that they are the Children of God, The 

Spirit it/elf beareth Witneſs, &c. 

In the Words we have theſe two Things conſiderable. 
T, The Thing witneſſed, Which is the Chriftian's State and - 

Relation to God by Regeneration and Adoption, or that we are 

the Children of God, the Children and Heirs of his Family. 

That gracious State and Temper, to which the fallen Sons and 

Daughters of Adam are reſtored by Chriſt, is deſcrib'd, and diſ- . 4 

| | tinguiſh'd 
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tinguiſh'd by various Names and Titles in Scripture, as that of 
Saints, the Called of God, the Members of Chrift, an elect Ge- 
neration, Kings and Prieſts, or a royal Prieſthood, Temples of 


the living God, and firſt Fruits of his Creatures, and the like: 


All which implies the gracious Change made in their Nature and 
State, their being diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of Mankind lying 
in the Apoſtacy, the Dignity of their Relation to God, their 
Nearneſs and Dearneſs to him, being Subjects of ſpecial Favours, 
and entitled to peculiarPrivileges from him : all this is alſo clearly 
imply'd in their being call'd the Sons or Children of God, begot - 


ten and born of him, and as ſuch, Heirs of the Kingdom of 


Heaven ; by which Title, they are moſt commonly known, 


and diſtinguiſh'd in the New Teſtament, and it imports a very 


ſignal Favour, a preſent State of Grace and a Title to future 
Glory. This is the Thing to be teſtify'd, and happy they that 
have a good Perſwaſion of it upon right Grounds and Evidences; 
tor to be aſſured of this, is to be aſſured that we are in the Fa- 
vour of God, pardon'd, and reconciled, and have an indefeaſible 
Right by the Promiſes of the Goſpel to eternal Salvation, and 
Happineſs, | 

2. The Teſtimony to confirm it; which is that of the Spirit of 
God, and our Spirit, The Spirit beareth Witneſs with our Spirit, 
that we are whe Children of God, Let us here conſider, Firfl,the 
Witneſſes, the Spirit itſelf and our Spirit, Secondly, the AQ 
aſſianed to them, or their bearing Teſlimony. 

Fir. The Witneſſes, which are theſe two, the Spirit of God 
and our Spirit, The firſt and chief Witneſs is the Spirit of God, 
The Spirit itſelf beareth IVitneſs,laith the Apoſtle: Auto to Pnen- 
ma, this very Spirit, or the ſame Spirit, (as ſome render it) re- 
ferring, as I conceive, to what he had diſcours'd of the Spirit in 
the former Part of the Chapter, particularly in the immediately 
preceeding Verſe. Ye have received the Spirit of Adoption, 
toberely we cry Abba Father, This ſame Spirit (faith he) beareth 
Witneſs, &c. | 

If it be aſk'd, whether the Spirit itſelf (as our Tranſlation ex- 

reſſeth it) be here, to be taken for the Perſon of the Holy 
hoſt, or for his Gifts imparted to us ? For the Spirit is often 
in Scripture taken both theſe Ways, ſometimes for the Perſon of 
the Holy Ghoſt, as when he is mention'd as the Author of our 
Regeneration, and Sanctification; ſometimes for his Gifts, he- 
ther extraordinary or ordinary, or for his ſaving Grace. Acta 
11. 15. 4s began to ſocal, the Holy Ghoſt fell on them, as on 


| u at the Beginning, Which is interpreted of the Gift of the 


Spiri 


1 » „ 


we" — -” 2 
. —_— 
N - — 2 - 7 : 
x — 


what Man knoweth the Things of a Man, ſave the Spirit of Mas 


that is in bin? Tis the Property of Conſcience to teſtify _ 


7 

Spirit, Verſe 17. Foraſmuch then, as God gave the lite Gift, as 
he did unto us, &c. And the Gifts and Graces of the Spirit 
are meant as often as he is ſaid to be given to, or received by the 
faithful, Joh, 7: 39. This ſpake he of the Spirit, which they 
that believe on him ſhould receive: for the Holy Ghoſt was not yet 
given, becauſe that Feſus was not yet glorifzed, Gal. 3. 2. Re- 


in the Hearts of Believers. 


ceived ye the Spirit by the Warks of the Lan, or by the hearing of 


Faith ? And often elſewhere. 
I anſwer, That by the Spirit in our Text, we are neither to 


underftand the Perſon of the Holy Ghoſt without his Gifts, nor 


his Gifts without his Perſon, but both in Conjunction. Nat 
his Gifts and Graces without his Perſon ; for bearing Vi- 
7e is the Act of a Perſon : nor his Perſon without his 
ifts and Graces, as I ſhall ſhew more fully in its proper 
Place. And the Apoſtle plainly ſpeaks here, of the Spirit in his 
Gifts and Influences on the Souls of Believers, as a Spirit dwell- 
ing in them, leading them, and as a Spirit of Adoption, where- 
by we cry Abba Father, Which is a plain Demonſtration, that 
the Spirit is here to be conſider'd in Conjunction with his Gifts 
and Influences, And, indeed, the Perſon of the Spirit and his 
Gifts, in Reference to Believers, and his Office and Work in 
them, are never to be disjoin'd or ſeparated. Nor is their ha- 
ving the Spirit aMatter of Privilege otherwiſe than in Reſpect of 
his gracious Communications : And *tis the Spirit in this com- 
plex Senſe, that bears Witneſs of their gracious State: The ſpi- 
rit with his ſaving Gifts and Operations on their Souls, as a Spi- 
tit of Sanctification and Adoption, producing childlike Diſpoſi- 
tions and Affections towards God. For having ſpoken of the Spi- 
rit under theſe Characters in the foregoing Words, he adds, the 
Spirit itſelf, or this * Spirit (as tis expreſs'd, 1 Cor. 12. 
II.) beareth Witneſs, Hence, 
The ſecond and ſubordinate Witneſs is ourSpirit,i.e. our Con- 
ſcience : for Conſcience is that peculiar Faculty of the, Soul, that 
hath often a witneſſing Power afligned to it. Rom.2.15,--Their 
Conſcience bearing Witneſs, Rom.g.1. I ſay the Truth in Chrift, I 
lie not, my Conſcience alſo bearing me Witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt. 
Hence we read of the Teſimony of our Conſcience, 2Cor. 1. 12. 
Conſcience is privy to all a Man's Counſels, Thoughts, Aﬀec- 
tions, Inclinations, and Actions, and can and doth teſtify con- 
Cerning them. And being the moſt ſpiritual Part of the Soul, 
is often denominated Spirit, Prov. 18. 14. A wounded Spirit 
who can bear ? i. e. a wounded Conſcience, 1 Cor. 2. 11. For 


8 The Witneſs of the Spirit 


for or againſt a Man, according as his Temper and Deportment 
are, either praiſeworthy or blameable ; and if Conſcience bear- 
eth Witneſs of our good Eſtate, the Concurrence of the Spirit 
of God in this Teſtimony, will put the Matter teſtified beyond 3 
all reaſonable Doubt, 4 
Secondly, Let us conſider the Act aflign'd to theſe Witneſſes, 
or their bearing Mine. The Word here uſed (Summartu- 'F 
rei) ſignifies properly to bear Witneſs together with another, 
and fo we render it, The Spirit beareth Witneſs together with 3 
our Spirit, According to which, the Spirit- of God and our 7 
Conſcience are joint- Witnefles, and concur in the ſame Teſti- 1 
| 
' 
' 
| 
| 


mony, that we are the Children of God. But ſome Criticks 2} 
have obſerv'd,that this compound Greek Word, is often uſed in |? 
the ſame Signification with the ſimple Verb ; and ſo ſignifies 
to witneſs 1, as well as with another, And it is obſervable to 
this Purpoſe, that the Word compounded (as in our. Text) is 
attributed ſeveral Times to one ſingle Witneſs, As Rom. 2, 


% 


15. Their Conſcience bearing Witneſs ( Summarturauſees ) Re rx. 
22, 18, 1 teſtify unto every Man that haarath the Words of 
the Prophecy of this Book. The Word there alſo is, Summar- © 
turoumai,--- So the Senſe will be, the Spirit itſelf beareth Wit= 
| neſs to our Spirit; according to which Interpretation, out 
Spirit is not to be conſider'd as a Joint-witneſs with the Spirit 
of God, but as the Subject that receives the Spirit's Teſtimony. 
But there is no Neceflity of departing from the proper Mean- 
| ing of the Word, eſpecially when two Witneſſes are ſpoken 
of. However, admitting both Senſes, there will be found no 
| Manner of Inconſiſtency, but both together may ſerve to make 
out the compleat Meaning of the Words. For of the Spirits 
witneſſing there can be no Doubt; it is expreſly aſſerted : and £ 
the Teſtimony of the Spirit can be no otherwiſe received than 
by our own Underſtandings and Conſciences; And fo the Spi: 
rit may be ſaid to witneſs te our Spirit. But before we can draw 
this Concluſion, that we are the Children of God, there muſt ©: 
needs intervene the Teſtimony of our own Hearts and Conſci: 
- ences, harmonizing and concurring with that of the Spirit of 
God : So the Spirit may be ſaid to bear Witneſs with our Spirit, © 
For the forming of this Concluſion on ſolid Grounds muſt in the 1 
Reſult of all be the Act of our own Minds, and not the imme- © 
'- diate DiQate of the Spirit without the Exerciſe of our own Va- 
derſtanding, Reaſon and Conſcience, or without our apprehend- 
ing the Grounds we build our Comfort . and' Confidence upon. 
For if Conſcience can't bear Witneſs to our good Eſtate e, 


* the Hearts of Believers. 9 


God, or if there remains in the Conſcienc any valid Obj-Rion 

inſt it, while this is the Caſe, we can never arrive to a ſet- 
tied comforting Perſwafion of our adopted State.----But as the 
Word will bear both Senſes, ſo we may take in both, and inter- 
pret it of the Spirit's bearing Witneſs te and with our Spirit: 
which agrees well with the Intent and Scope of the Apoſtle, and 
ſeems to be expreſſive of his full Meaning. 

Thus having open'd the Words in their ſeveral Branches, I 
ſhall point out the main Intention of them in this Obſervation, 


or | 

EO DOC EE 

That it is the Office and Work of the Holy Spirit in the Hearts 
of Believers to bear Witneſs with their Spirit, that they are 
the Children of God. Or, that Chriſtians may come to know 
or be perſwaded of their gracious State and Relation to God, as 
his Children, by the Teſlimony of his Spirit to and with their 
own Conſciences, 


In ſpeaking to this Point, I ſhall, Firf, Shew what this 
Privilege imports, of our being the Children of God, And, 
Secondly, How this may be evidenced and cleared up to us 
by the Teftimony of the Spirit to and with our own Hearts 
and Conſciences, 5 be 


I. What is the Import of this Privilege or gracious State 
of Chriſtians, ſignified by their being the Children of God? 

Anſw. It imports, in general, a real Change of Nature, where- 
by we come to bear the Image of God ; and a relative Change 
of State towards God, whereby we become entitled to his ſpecial 
Favour, and gracious Acceptation unto eternal Life : both which 
are very eminent and peculiar Privileges. 1 Joh. 3. 1. Behold, 
what Manner of Love the Father hath beflowed upon us, that we 
ſhould be called the Sons of Gd !----But becauſe I defign not to 
iaſiſt on this Head, I ſhall but briefly mention the Particulars 
included in this Privilege, 

I, It implies, and preſuppoſes a Reconciliation to God. For by 
Nature we are Children of Wrath, Aliens and Enemies to him 
by Reaſon of the Corruption and vicious Inclination of our Na- 
tures, and the wicked Works and Tranſgreflions of our Lives. 
(Col. 1. 21) In order therefore, to our being admitted to ſo 
near and intimate a Relation to God, as our being his Children 
1mports, it is neceſſary that we ſhould be recover'd from our na- 
tural Alienation from him, that the Diſtance and Variance 

B between 
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between God and us ſhould be removed, and that we ſhould 
come into Terms o Peace and Reconciliation with him, our 
offended Lord, which in his great Mercy and Condeſcenſion he 
has propounded in the Goſpel, a true and hearty Repentance 
for ail our Sins, and an unſeigned Faith in his Son Jeſus Chrift, 
who has made Peace between God and Man by his bloody Sa- 
crifice on the Croſs, (Col. 1. 20) Therefore, ſaith the Apo- 
tle, Eph. 2. 13, 19. New in Chrifl Jeſus, we who ſome- 
time tvere afar off, are made nigh by the Blood of Chriſt. There 
fore ye are no more Strangers, and Foreigners, but Fellow-Cutizens 
with the Saints, and of the Houſhold of Ged. 

2. It implies Regeneration or the New- Birth : whereby we 
are ſaid to be begotten or born of God. Joh, 1. 12, 13. ----- 
To them he gave Power to become the Sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his Name : which were born, not of Blood, nor of the 
Will of the Fleſh, &c. but of Ged. It is a metaphorical Term 
ſignifying a gracious Change wrought in our depraved Nature, 
in ſome Way of Analogy to our natural Birth ; whereby we 
are endow'd with divine Qualities, new and holy Diſpoſitions, 
and enabled to live a new Kind of Life in Holinefs and Righte- 
ouſneſs as different from a Life of Sin, and Fleſh-pleaſing, as if 
we wete born into a new World, Or it imports no more, than 
the cemmunicating the Life and Likeneſs of God to the Soul 
naturally dead in Sin, that. is, alienated from the divine Life and 
Image : And this is the firſt great Work of the Spirit of God 
by theWord, or of the divine Spirit going along with theWord, 
and giving it a lively Impreſſion on the Heart, whereby it be- 
comes (as it were) the Seed of the New-Birth, 1 Pet. 1. 23. 
Being born again, not of corruptible Seed, but of incorruptible, by 
the Mord of God, which liveth and abideth forever, Thus whom 
God receives and owns for his Children, to them he firſt gives 
the Nature and Diſpoſition of Children in their Regeneration 
by his Spirit : ſo that to be regenerated or renewed after the I- 
7 of God imports the ſame Thing with being the Children 
of God. 

3. Another Thing included in the Character of the Children 
of God, is their Imitation of him, or Conformity to him in his 
moral Perſections; his Holineſs, Goodneſs, Mercy, Forbearance, 
Juſtice and Truth, This will follow from our Regeneration, 
wherein the Life and Image of God is communicated to us, as the 
the genuine Reſult and Evidence of it. And our Saviour makes 
it an eſſential Requiſite to our being the Children of God, that 
we ſhould teſemble him in theſe his PerfeRions ; uſing it as an 

Argument 


1 


2 @ -» 


in the Hearts of Believers. II 


Argument in preſſing his Diſciples to Beneficence and Love e- 
ven to their Enemies, Mat. 5. 44, 45. Love your Enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, &c. that ye may 
be the Children of your Father which is in Heaven. That is, by 
reſembling him ir his beneficial Goodneſs, That as Men are faid 
to be the Children of the Devil, by Imitation of him, eſpecially 
in thoſe Sins wherein they do moſt reſemble that evil Spirit, 
as Pride, Malice, Envy, Falſhood, Lying, ſlandering, and the 
like, Joh. 8. 44. Ye are of your Father the Devil, and the Luſts 
of your Father ye will de: He was a Murtherer from the Beg in- 
ning, and abode not in the Truth.--- He is a Liar and the Father 
of it. 1 Joh. 3. 8. He that committeth Sin, is of the Devil: for 
the Devil finneth from the Beginning, Ver. 10. In this the Chil- 
dren of God are manifefl, and the Children of the Devil : Why- 
ſoever doth not * is not of God, neither he that loveth 
not his Brother, So, on the contrary, the Children of God are 
ſo denominated on the Account of their Imitation of him, eſpe- 
cially in thoſe diyine Perfections of Mercy, Kindneſs and Love, 
by which he delights to manifeſt himſelf in the Goſpel- Revela- 
tion, Luk. 6. 36, Be ye merciſul, as your Father alfa is mer» 
ciful, ſaith our Saviour; and ſo, he tells them, Ver. 35. Yo 
ſhall be the Children of the Hi, ht. Eph. $. 1. Be ye thereforo 
Followers of God, as dear Children, viz. in the foremention'd 
Chriſtian Virtues, Chapt. 4. 32. in being kind one to another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another &c. Our Claim, theteſore, ta 
this Relation is then well- grounded, when we ſtudy & endeavour 
to imitate our heavenly Father in our Temper, Diſpoſition, & De- 
portment, as far as our preſent State of Imperfection will admit, 
and to tranſcribe in our Hearts and Lives thoſe Divine Greces 


3 and PerfeQtions, that conſtitute the Image of God, or the divine 


Nature in his Children; eſpecially to reſemble him in theſe three 
Godlike Qualities, than which I know no other more trye and 
certain CharaReriſticks of God's Children, namely, Love, Peace, 
and Purity, (.) Love, 1 Joh. 4. 7. Love is of Gd: ard every 
one that loveth, is born of God. (2.) Peace, or a peaceable Tempet 
and Behaviour, Matth. 5, 9. Bleſſed are the Peace- Makers ; 
8 they ſhall be called the Children of Ged. Men may call them 
ukewarm Laodiceans, Neuters in Religion, or mere formal Pra- 
feſſors, becauſe they don't ſignalize themſelves with the fiery Zeal 
of contending Parties in the Extreams of Religion; but God 
calls them his Children, They /hall be called, i. e. ſhall be owned 
of Him in this Relation, and ſhall have the Honour and Repu- 
tation of it. (3.) The _ Character is Puig, which coobify. 
2 ia 


in a due Abſtractedneſs from ſenſual Pleaſures and the Pollutions 
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of the World, and in Sincerity of Mind and Heart. 2 Cor. 6. 
17, 18. Come out from among them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the 
Lord, and touch not the unclean Thing; and I will receive yen; 
and I will be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daugh- 
ters, faith the Lord Almighty, Iſai. 63. 8. He ſaid, Surely they 
are my People, Children that will not lie: ſo be was their 
Saviour, | 

4. It includes alſo the Grace of Adoption, which is a Privilege 
annex'd to that of Regeneration, Joh. 1. 12, 13. As many 
as received him, to them gave he Power to become the Sons of 
7 __ to them that believe on his Name, which were born---- 
of God. 

The two former Heads expreſs rather the Diſpoſition and Cha- 
rater of God's Children: this of Adoption expreſſeth chiefly 
their Privilege, whereby they are taken into the Family of God, 
under his paternal Care and Tuition, entitled to a fatherly Edu- 
cation, Protection, Proviſion and Maintenance from him, and a 


bleſſed Inheritance at laſt ; Of which by Adoption they are 


conſtituted Heirs, Verſe 17, F Children, then Heirs, So that 
to be the Children of God by Adoption is the greateſt Dignity 
and Happineſs we are capable of in this World, and a full Security 
for our eternal Salvation and Bleſſedneſs, And this Relation is 
founded on our Union to Chriſt the only begotten Son, by Faith. 
Gal. 3. 26. Ye are all the Children 3 Faith in Chrift Jeſus. 
Chriſt the Son of God became the Son of Man, to mediate for us 
by his Sacrifice and Interceſſion, that we the degenerate Sons of 
Men, might, by believing in him, and a cordial Conſent and Sub- 
miſſion to his gracious Government, become the regenerate and 
adopted Sons of God, And nothing in the World is of greater 
Concernment to us, or of ſo great indeed, as to come into this 


Relation, in the Method preſcribed in the Goſpel of Chrift ; and 


to make it ſure that we are the Children of God. To evidence 
this, is the ſpecial Work of the Spirit in the Hearts of God's 
Children, So I come 


IT. To ſhew how it is evidenced and cleared up to us, that 


we are the Children of God, by the Teflimony of the Spirit of 


God to and with our own Hearts and Conſciences. Here let me 
1. Speak of the Nature of the Spirit's Teſtimony, And 
2. Conſider the Value and Force of it, or what Degree of 
Perſwaſion it may be ſuppoſed to beget in the Hearts of Believ- 
ers, of their Intereſt in this Privilege of Adoption, , 
1. 


1 


23. And we muſt ſubſcribe to the Condemnation of the Law 


in the Hearts of Believers, 13 


1. I ſhall endeavour to open the Nature of the Spirit's Teſti- 
mony, and ſhew how the Spirit may be ſaid to bear Witneſs 
with, or to our Spirits or Conſciences, Here, the Teſtimony 
of our Conſciences is ſuppoſed, and the Teſtimony of the Spirit 


join'd therewith, as the Privilege of all true Chriſtians, who have 


the Divine Spirit dwelling, and working in them. 
Firſt, The Teflimony of our own Conſciences is neceſſarily ſuppoſ- 
ed ; as was ſhewed in opening the Words; for there is no arriv- 
ing at this Concluſion, that we are the Children of (30d, unleſs 
our Conſciences can atteſt to the Marks and Evidences that muſt 
diſtinguiſh us, as ſuch, Yea, whether we ſuppoſe the Spirit's 
Teſtimony to be given mediately, or immediately, our Conſci- 
ences muſt bear Witneſs too, or.we can have no ſolid Comfort, 
Great is the Force of Conſcience, according as it either acquits, 
or condemns a Man, for producing Joy or Terror, Tis true, 
through the Ignorance or Error of the Mind, or the Power of 
Self- Love, Conſcience may be induc'd to give in a falſe Teſti- 
mony, or its true Voice may be overborn, and filenc'd by the 
Fervours of an enthuſiaſtick Fancy; but then, it either witneſſ- 
eth alone, and cannot have the concurrent Teſtimony of the 
Spirit which is Truth itſelf, or the Witneſs of the Spirit is evi- 
dently miſtaken, For the Spirit concurs only with the true 
Witneſs of Conſcience, Wherefore, to ſtate the Teſtimony of 
Conſcience concerning our good Eſtate, it is to be conſider'd, 
that in order to our Acquittance, or Condemnation by the Evi- 
dence it gives in, it muſt have a Rule of Judgment to proceed 
by. And this Rule muſt be one of theſe two, the Law or Goſ- 
pel : the Law of Works, or the Law of Faith; otherwiſe called, 
the Covenant of Works, or the Covenant of Grace, If Con- 
ſcience could give in Teſtimony ſufficient to acquit us, accord- 
ing to the ſtrict Rule of the Law of Works, which requires Obe- 
dience abſolutely perfect, there would be no need of any other 
Teſtimony : for this Rule is natural, and there could no Excep- 
tion lie againſt the Acts of Conſcience proceeding according 
thereto, But the Law of Faith being wholly ſupernatural, a 
divine Teſtimony is neceſſary to ſatisfy and perſwade the Con- 
ſcience, by the Help whereof we may be capable of Abſolution 
by its Verdict. But now, according to the Covenant of Works, 
it muſt condemn all Mankind. Rom. 3. 19. ie know that 
what Things ſoever the Law ſaith, it ſaith to them that ave 
under the Law : That every Mouth may be flopped, and all the 
World may become guilty before Gad. For all have ſinned. Ver. 
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of Works, and acknowledge the Juſtice of it, in Confeſſion of 
Sin, and Se f. judging, before we are allow'd the Benefit of the 
Law of Grace. But according to the Rule of the Covenant 
of Grace, or the Law of Faith, it is only the penitent obedient 
Believer, that is abſolved, and juſtified through Faith in the 
Blood of Chriſt, Rom. 3. 24, 25. Being juſtified freely by 
his Grace, tbrough the Redemption, that is in Feſus Chriſt : Whom 
God hath ſet forth to be a Propitiation through Faith in his Blood. 
In whoſe Name Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins are goons 
unto Men, (Luk. 24. 47.) And by whom all that believe are 
juſtified from all Things from which they could not be juſtified by 
the Law of Moſes, (Acts 13. 39.) And this is meant by the 
Phraſe of purging the Conſcience with the Blood of Chrift ( Heb. 


9. 14. and Chap. 10. 22.) i. e. the abſolving the Conſcience 


trom all Guilt through Faith in the Atonement made by the 
Blood of Chriſt, and in the Promiſes of the new Covenant 


| founded thereon, with an bearty cloſing with the Terms of this 


Covenant. | 
In Order, therefore, to eſtabliſh this Teſtimony of Conſci- 
ence, and to render it valid, theſe two Things are required, 
1. A ſincere and cordial Conſent ta the Covenant of Grace. 
2. An anſwerable holy Converſation, according to the Rules of 
the Covenant, | 
1. A fincere and cordial _- to the Covenant of Grace, by 
an hearty Acceptance of the offered Mercy of God in our Pat- 
don, Reconciliation and Salvation through Chriſt, with as hearty 
a Compliance with the Terms of this Offer, Repentance, Self- 
Denial, Faith, and Submiſſion to the holy Government of the 
Redeemer, Matt. 11. 29. Take my Yoke upon you, and learn of 
me, for I am meet, and lowly in Heart: And ye ſhall find Reſt 
wnto your Souls, If our Conſciences can witneſs to the Sincerity 
of this our Acceptance, Choice and Reſolution to govern our 
Lives by the holy Rules of Chriſt's Goſpel, ſo far we have a 
probable Hope and Perſwaſion that we are the Children of God, 
and in a State of Salvation : but becauſe of the Treachery and' 
Deceit of Men's Hearts and the Weakneſs and Inconftancy of 
their Wills and Affections to the Ways of Religion and Holineſs, 
by Reaſon whereof many who ſeem to themſelves and others, 
very ſincere in their profeſſed Conſent to the Covenant, in their 
Acceptance of, and Faith in Chriſt, do afterwards fall from good 
Beginnings, therefore there needs further Evidence to confirm 
this Teſtimony of Conſcience, Joh. 8. 31. Then ſaid Feſus to 
thoſe Tews which bulicued on him, If ye continus in my ** 
1 thin 
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then are ye my Diſciples indeed, Wherefore this further Evidence 

is, . ; | , Eo. 

2. An anſwerable holy Converſation : or a Life of Conformity 
to the Rule of the new Covenant, *Tis this that will furniſh us 
with the Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards God, ( 1 Pet. 3. 
21.) Tis this that the Apoſtle grounds the Teſtimony of an 
approving Conſcience upon, x Joh. 3. 21, 22. f our Heart 
condemn us not, then have we Confidence towards God, And what- 

ſeever we oft, we receive of him, becauſe we keep his Command = 
ments, and do thoſe Things that are pleaſing in bis Sight. To be 
able to make this Reflection, that it is our conſtant Study and 

Care to obey and pleaſe God, is neceſſary to ſecure us from a 
condemning Conſcience, & to beget a comfortable Perſwaſion of 
our good Eſtate towards God. So 2 Cor. 1. 12. Our Rejoic- 
ing is this, the Teflimany of our Conſcience, that in Simplicity and 
godly Sincerity, not with fleſbly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, 
we have had our Converſation in the World, You ſee what it is 
the Apoſtle makes the Ground of his Rejoicing, the Teſtimony 
of a good Conſcience ; and what is the Matter of this Teſti- 
mony, not only his Faith in Chrift, (though, it be ſuppoſed, as 
the quickening Principle of his Obedience) but that which con- 
firms and evidences the Sincerity of it, a good and holy Conver- 
ſation, that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity he had his Converſa- 
tion in the World, Let me further obſerve, that a few good Ac- 
tions, the abſtaining from ſome Sins, and the performing ſome 
Duties to ſatisfy the Demands of Conſcience, are not ſufficient 
to furniſh us with a valid Teſtimony of Conſcience concerning 
our good Eftate ;- but there muſt be an equal Tenor of Obedi- 
ence to all God's Commands, Heb. 13. 18. e truft we have 

good Conſcience, in all Things willing to live hane/lly, And tho? 
at beſt, we are far from abſolute Perfection, and daily ſin more 
or leſs in Thought Word, or Deed, yet our Sincerity muſt be 

evidenced by a univerſal Regard to God's Commandments, a 
forſaking 2 known Sin, and living in the Obſervance of e- 
very known | 18 to our beſt Ability, in the mean 
Time bewailing Defects and aſpiring after Perſection. Pſal. 119. 
6, Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when I have Reſpeff unto all 
thy Commandments, Now, if upon due Reflection, and Self- 
Examination we find in our ſelves theſe Conditions of the Co- 
venant of Grace, a ſincere Faith and Repentance, evidenced in 
a Life of ſincere Obedience to the Goſpel of Chriſt, we have 
then the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, which wilt abun- 
dantly requite all our Labour and Pains to attain it, And _ is 

is 
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this Teſtimony of Conſcience which is ſuppoſed in the Witneſs 
of the Spirit : For the Spirit witneſſes not before, or without our 
Spirit, but with it ; which one Thing well attended to, might 
ſerve to prevent all Error, and Deluſion about the Spirit's Tefti- 
mony, and free it from the Abuſes it is liable to, from Men of an 
enthuſiaſtick Turn of Mind. | | 

Secondly, The next Thing, therefore, to be conſidered, is 
the Witneſs of the Spirit concurring with that of Conſcience, 
which ( becauſe of the Miſtakes about it) I ſhall endeavour 
more at large to explain, Here the great Enquiry is, 

What is this Te/{:mony of the Spirit? Or how doth the Spirit 
bear Witneſs with our Spirit, that we are the Children of God ? 

Let us conſider, here, previouſly to the Reſolution of this 
Enquiry, in what Caſes a Teftimony is neceſſary to beget a Per- 
ſwaſion of the Truth of a Thing, In two Cafes we need no 
Teſtimon yy. | 

1. Where we have ſenſible Evidence: We need no Teſ- 
timony from others to aſſure us that the Sun is riſen, and 
ſhines above the Horizon, when we ſee it with our Eyes. 

2; In Matters of Reaſon, Law, or natural Right, a Tefti- 
mony is needleſs, We may be fully perſwaded of the Truth 
of Things by the Light of our own Reaſon, ſuch as the Being, 
and Providence of God, that God is to be worſhipped, that we 
ought to deal truly and juſtly with all, and the ſeveral Conclu- 
fions from the Principles of the Law of Nature, which may be 
- found out by rational Diſquiſition; tho', becauſe of the Blind- 
neſs of Men's Minds, and the Averſion of their corrupt Hearts, 
even to the Duties of Morality, it has pleaſed the ſupream Law- 

iver to give Atteſtation to them, by a new Revelation in the 

ecalogue, which is explain'd and enforc'd by other Precepts in 
Scripture, which are, therefore, called God's Teftimonies ; by 
which the Dictates of natural Reaſon are cleared up and eſta- 
bliſhed, | 

But there are two Caſes in which a Teſtimony is neceſſary, 
to give us a ſatisfying Perſwaſion of the Truth of a Thing, of 
which we defire certain Information. | 

1. In Matters of Fatt, of which we ourſelves have not been 
Eye or Ear-Witneſſes, Such Matters can't be found out by 
rational Diſcourſe, but we depend on the Teftimony or Re- 
port of credible Witneſſes for a true Information about them. 
And 
2. In Matters, that depend on the arbitrary Will of another, 
which are kept as a Secret in his own Breaft, and is no 

| coming 
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cofning at the Knowledge of them, but by ſome Teſtimony, or 


Signification of his Mind and Will, which he ſhall pleaſe to give 
us ſor our Satisfaction therein, If I would know the Mind and 
Affection of a particular Friend towards me, or what ſpecial 
Kindneſs he means to beſtow upon me, I can no otherwiſe come 
to the Knowledge of it; than by fome Teſtimony or Declaration 
from him to aſſure me of it; | n 

Of this Nature is the principal Matter of the Gofpel-Reve- 
lation. That we are Sinners, guilty and polluted, and ſo ob- 
noxious to the Wrath of an holy God, and worthy of Death, a 
natural Conſcience teſtifies, The Apoſtle ſpeaking of the un- 
enlighten'd Gentiles, ſaith Rom.'r. 32. They knew the Fudg- 
ment of God, that they who commit ſuch Things, are worthy of 
Death, But whether God will pardon and fave Sinners, and 


7 receive them into the Number of his Children, and make them 


* Heirs of eternal Bleſſedneſs, and the Way and Manner in which 
he will do it; This could never be known by Reaſon, and Diſ- 
* courſe, or by any Deductions from natural Principles, but only 
by a Teſtimony or Declaration from God himſelf : becauſe it 
depends entirely on his arbitrary Will and good Pleaſure, and 
therefore; it muſt remain a Secret in his own Breaſt, till he is 
pleaſed to reveal it. And this Revelation he has been pleaſed to 
give us by his Spirit in the Goſpel. x Cor. 2. 9, 10. Eye hath 
not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have entered into the Heart of 
Alan, the Things which God hath prepared for them that lows 
bim. But God hath revealed them to us by his Spirit: for the 
Spirit ſearcheth all Things ; yea the deep Things of God. The 
Things which theGoſpel teſtifies, and reveals, could not be known 
by the Evidence of Senſe, for Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear beard, 
nor by rational Evidence, for neither has it entred into the Heart 
of Man to conceive them: but only by the Revelation of the 
pirit, who /ſearcheth the deep Things of God, and is privy to all 
his ſecret Counſels; which is illuſtrated by a Compariſon to 
the Spirit of a Man, which is conſcious to all his inward Tho'ts, 
Affections and Deſigns, which can't poſſibly be known to ano- 
ther, without fome outward Signification, or Teſtimony. Ver. 
11. For what Man knoweth the, Things of a Man, ſave the 
Spirit of Man which is in bim ? even jo the Things of God 
knoweth no Man, but the Spirit of God, Therefore the gta- 
cious Purpoſes of God towards Sinners revealed in the Goipel 
by the Spirit, may be properly called the Spirit's Teſtimony. 
But this is a Teſtimony at large, and indefinite, concerning 


God's Goodwill to Mankind in general; but if the 3 
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be, whether the Grace revealed in the Goſpel be intended to 
me in particular? Whether I am an Heir of Salvation? fince 
it is evident, notwithſtanding the general Revelation and Offer, 
all Men are not; but few comparatively, This, again, being 
one of the divine Secrets, cannot be known, but by the Teſti- 
mony of the Spirit: that is to ſay, I cannot know my Intereſt 
in Goſpel-Grace, or whether I am a Child of God, or Heir of 
Selvation, unleſs the Spirit who hath outwardly revealed the 
Goſpel, bring it home to my Heart, and as it were write it 0- 
ver again there, by enlightning my Mind to apprehend, and re- 
ceive it, and impreſſing my Soul with its ſaving Truth, and 
thereby producing a Conformity of Spirit and Practice to its 
holy Dectrines and Precepts, The Spirit of the Goſpel thus re- 
ceived will help to beget a Perſwaſion of my particular Intereſt 
in the Privileges of the Goſpel : As it follows in the forecited 
Chapter, Ver. 12. Now we have received, not the Spirit of the 
Wirld, but the Spirit which is of God, that we might know the 
Things that are freely given us of God, When the Holy Spirit, 


Who is @ Spirit of Revelation in the Scriptures, is alſo a Spirit 
of Wiſdom in our Hearts, opening the Eyes of our Under- 


ttandings in the Knowledge of God and Chriſt, we may then, 
and thereby come to know the Hope of our Calling : as that 
Prayer of the Apoſtle intimates, Eph. 1. 17, 18, That the God 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of Glory, may give unto you, 
the Spirit of IViſdom and Revelation in the Knowledge of bim: 
The Eyes of your Underflanding being enlightned : That ye may 
know what is the Hope of his Calling, &c. | 

Hence we may gather, that the Teſtimony of Conſcience 
concerning our good Eſtate, or Title to Salvation, depends en- 
tirely on the Teſtimony of the Spirit : For without all Teſti- 
mony of the Spirit, our Conſciences can witneſs nothing, but 
that we are Children of Wrath and Heirs of Damnation, so 
that not only Aſſurance, but even a probable Hope of our Ac- 
eeptance with God as his Children, is built on the Spirit's Tefti- 7 
mony,cither in the Promiſes of the Word witneſſing God's gra- 
cious Purpoſe of reconciling and ſaving a Number of lapſed 
Mankind, or in his ſanctifying Impreſſions on the Heart by 


the Word, perſwading us thereby of our Intereſt in Goſpel- + p 


Privileges, or rather in both. 

To come, therefore, to a direct Anſwer to the Enquiry, I 
fha't endeavour to ſhew that in theſe two Things the Witneſs 
of the Spirit doth conſiſt. The Spirit, therefore, may be ſaid 
to witneſs with our Spirit, that we are the Children of _ 
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theſe two Ways, Firfl, by the Word, Secondly, by his ſancti- 
fying Work on the Heart. 9 . 5 

Firſt, The Spirit may be ſaid to witneſs with our Spirit, that - 
we are the adopted Children of God by the Mord: not only in 
general, by atteſting the Love and Goodwill of God to Mankind 
through Jeſus Chriſt, in the general Doctrine of the Goſpel ; 
but alſo by laying down certain CharaQters and Qualifications 
whereby the Children of God may be diſtinguiſh'd and 
known. The holy Scriptures being given by thelnſpiration of the 
Spirit, as their principal Author, what the Scriptures ſpeak, the 
Holy Ghoſt is ſaid to ſpeak z; what the Scriptures teitify, the 
Holy Ghoſt is ſaid to teſtify. Hence that Phraſe in quoting of 
Scripture, The Holy Ghoſt faith, Heb. 3, 7. Nell ſpake the Holy 
Ghoſt by E ſaias the Prophet unto our Fathers. Acts 28. 25. And 
in the Epiſtles Chriſt ſent to the ian Churches, they are cali'd 
upon to attend to what the Spirit ſaith unto them. Rev. 2. 7. 
He that hath an Ear, let him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the 
Churches, And the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the Virtue of Chriſt's 
Sacrifice, Heb. 10. 15. hereof, ſaith he, the Holy Ghoft is a 
Witneſs to us, viz. in that Paſſage of Old Teſtament Scripture 
there quoted. That which, therefore, is deliver'd to us in the holy 
—_ Scriptures is no other than the Teſtimony of the Spirit of 

od, | 
Now the Spirit in the Scripture, lays down ſundry Marks, and 
Characters of the Children of God; ſuch as believing in Jeſus 
Chriſt, Joh. 1, 12. As many as received him, to them gave he 
Power to become the Sons of God, even to them that believe on his 
Name. A renouncing and reſiſting all known Sin. 1 Job. 3. 9. 


Wheſoever is born of God, doth not commit Sin, Being led by the 


Spirit of God, Rom. 8. 14. As many as are led h the Spirit 
of God, they are the Sons of God. An unſeigned Love to God, 
and to our Brethren, 1 Joh. 4. 7. Every one that laveth, is 
born of God, Chap. 3. 14. Ve know that we have paſſed from 
Death unto Life, becauſe we love the Brethren, Obedience to 
the Commands of the Goſpel, 1 Joh. 2. 3. Hereby we do know 
that we know him, if we keep his Commandments, And a great 
many Paſſages of the like Nature often occur in Sctipture, 
Now the Spirit's Teſtimony, in theſe Scriptures, joining with 
the Teſtimony of our Conſciences, that we find in our ſelves 
theſe Marks and Evidences of a State of Grace, forms the Con- 


cluſion, that we are the Children of God. Or, to illuſtrate it 


thus, ſuppoſe, upon ſerious Self-examination I find, that I do truly - 


receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as the Goſpel offers him to Sin- 
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ners, that from the Bottom of my Heart, I renounce and reſiſt 
all known Sin, and yield up my ſelf to be led by the Spirit of 
God in Obedience to his Will, and the other Evidences men- 
tioned ; this is the Teſtimony of my Spirit: then comes the 
Spirit of God and teſtifies in thoſe Paſſages of Scriptute before 
cited, that theſe are the true Marks of God's Children, and 
3 8 me to make out the Concluſion, that I am a Child of 


He that truly believes in Chriſt and unfeignedly loves God, 
and the Brethren, is born of God, and a Child of God ; this is 
the Spirit's Witneſs in the Scriptures, But by the moſt impar- 
tial Search I can make into my own Heart I find, that I do 
truly believe in Chriſt, and unfeignedly love God and all my 
Chriſtian Brethren, this is the Witneſs of my Spirit. And both 
theſe join'd together beget a Perſwaſion that I am a Child of 
God: and join together they muſt for producing this Perſwaſion. 
Either of theſe Teſtimonies alone, or apart from the other, ſig- 
niſies nothing to this Purpoſe, The Teſtimony of the Spirit in 
the Word, that ſuch and ſuch Characters and Qualifcations are 
diſtinctive Evidences, or Marks of the Children of God, avails 
nothing for the clearing up our Claim to this Relation, without 
the Teſtimony of our own Conſciences, that we find theſe 
Marks in ourſelves, or if we are conſcious to ourſelves of the 
contrary to them. Again the Teftimony of our own Conſci- 


20 


ences concerning theſe Chriſtian Graces and Virtues, which we 


may be poſſeſs'd of (how amiable ſoever in their own Nature, 
yet) is of no Value, as to the aſſuring us of our adopted State, 
without the Teſtimony of the Spirit in the Word ; for it is not 
Faith, and Repentance and the other Graces, that do ſimply of 
themſelves give a Right to God's Favour and eternal Happineſs, 
but this-Right is conferr'd by the Promiſes of the New-Cove- 
nant, annext to thoſeGraces, the Teſtimony of the Spirit therein 
declaring that ſuch are the Qualifications of thoſe whom God 
accepts as his Children, and Heirs of the heavenly Inheri- 
tance : but both theſe Teſtimonies join'd together make up a 
compleat Evidence, that we are the Children of God. 
' This Account is plain, and eaſy, of the Spirit's witnefling 
to and with our Spirits, Nevertheleſs, I don't take this to be 
the full Meaning of the Apoſtle in theſe Words, but what is ſup- 
poſed as fundamental to it. Wherefore, | | * 
Secondly, The Spirit may be ſaid to witneſs with our Spirits 
that we ate the Children of God, by his — Wark in the 
Fleart ; or by his ſanctify ing Impreſſions and Influences on the 
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Souls of Believers by the Word. This, I think, is clear from 
the preceeding Context. The Apoſtle had been diſcourſing 
much of the Spirit as a Sanctifier, and thereupon adds, this pery 
Spirit teflifies to, or with our Spirit, &c. The Spirit not only 
witneſſes in the Word, that ſuch gracious Qualifications are the 
genuine Marks of the Children of God, but he works thoſe Qua- 
Jifications in us, and raiſes them up to an Evidence of our adopted 
State, | 
The Indwelling, and Operation of the Spirit in the Hearts of 
Believers, leading them off from Sin to Holineſs, framing their 
Hearts to Communion with God, exciting and aſſiſting them in 
their Prayers and Devotions, is, here, aſſerted by the Apoſtle to 
be a certain Proof or Teſtimony of their gracious State and 
Relation to God, as his Children, So we ſhall find, if we look 
back to the preceeding Verſes, on which we might dwell a 
while, would the Time permit, and obſerve what are thoſe Pro- 
perties and Effects of the Spirit in Believers, which the Apoſtle 
makes the diſtinguiſhing Marks of God's Children, Let me 
briefly mention ſome of theſe. | 
1, The Spirit witneſſes as an indwelling Spirit. Verfe 9. Ye 
are not in the Fleſh, but in the Spirit, if ſo be the Spirit of God 
dwell in you, The indwelling of the Spirit is oppos'd to his tran- 
ſient Motions, in ſtriving with Sinners by the Word and Provi- 
dences of God, and by Checks of Conſcience, awakening and 
convincing and terrifying them by the Threats of the Law, al- 
luring them by Goſpel-Propoſals in order to their Converſion, 
Thus he ſtrove with the Sinners of the old World, when God 
ſaid, Gen 6. 3. My Spirit ſhall not always firive with Man, 
Tis alſo oppoſed to the extraordinary Impreſſions of the Spirit 
on the Mind, or Underſtanding, without any graciousChange of 
Heart, Thus the Spirit of God was upon Saul and he prophefied 
(1 Sam.19.23.)The Spirit of God likewiſe came upon Balaam, and 
he fell into a Trance, and ſaw the Viſions of the Almighty, Numb. 
24. 2, 4. Theſe are but tranſient Influences of the Spirit, and 
whatever Effects they may have upon the Imaginations, or Paſ- 
fions, cauſing Terror, or Joy, are no certain Indications of a 
gracious State. Particularly the Apoſtle excludes aSpirirt of Bon- 
dage from being the Character of God's Children, and oppoſes 
to it the Spirit of Adoption, Ver. 15. 1+ have not received the 
Spirit of Bondage again to fear : But ye have received the Spirit 
1 The Spirit mmdwelling is alſo to be diſtinguiſh'd 
m the Spirit of Regeneration working Faith and Converſion 3 
for the indwelling of the Spirit ſuppoſes a prepared — 
nic 
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which is alſo his own previous Work, Eph. 2. 22. Ja whom 
you alſo are builded together for an Habitation of God through. the 
Spirit, It is the Work of the Spirit to recover poor degenerate 
Souls from the Pollution of their natural State, and quicken them 
to the Life of God, and ſo fit them for an Habitation to himſelf 
in their ficſt Converſion : and then he fixes his Reſidence in 
them. 1 Cor, 3. 16. Ye are the Temple of God ; and the Spirit 
of God dwelleth in you, Hence we often read of the Spirit given 
and receiv'd after Faith and Converſion, Joh. 7. 38, 39. He 
that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath ſaid, out of his Belly 
ſhall flow Rivers of living Water. But this ſpale he of the Spi- 
rit, which they that believe on him ſbould receive, Acts 2. 39. 
Repent and be baptized in the Name of Feſus Chriſ for the 2 
miſſion of Sins, and ye ſhall receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Eph. 1. 13. After that ye believed, ye were ſealed with the Holy 
Spirit of Promiſe. Now, it is not the Spirit of Regeneration 
ſtrictly (which, becauſe of the ſecret and incomprehenſible Man- 
ner of his Operation, as ſuch, is a T hing that needs clearer E- 
vidence, and being included in the Character of the Children of 
God, is rather a Thing to be witne//ed) but the Spirit dwelling in 
the Hearts of Believers, after Regeneration and Faith, that ordi- 
narily witneſles their Adoption. I ſay, it is the Work of the 
indwelling Spirit, forming within them a ſettled Habit of Piety 
and Goodneſs, abiding in them as a vital Spring of all good and 
holy Thoughts, Words and Actions, to give Evidence ſatisfac- 
tory to Conſcience of their gracious State. Joh, 4. 14. The 
Water that I ball give him ( faith Chriſt, ſignifying the Spirit) 
Hall be in bim, a Mill of Mater ſpringing up into everlaſiing 
Life. | 
4 The Spirit witneſſes as a Spirit.of Mortiſication. Ver, 13. 
If ye through the Spirit do mortify the Deeds of the Body, ye ſball 
live, If any unmortify'd fleſhly Luft reign in our Heart, 
Spirit witneſſes the contrary; That we are the Children of 
Death. Ver, 13. J ye live after the Fleſh, ye ſhall die, But 
the Spirit dwelling in Believers and exciting them to mortify 
the Love of Sin and carnal Luſts, and aſſiſting them ſucceſsfully 
therein, ſo as to enable them to get the Victory over their Cor- 
ruptions, thereby gives them a refreſhing Token of their Re- 
neration, and Title to Life, or of their having paſſed from 
eath unto Life. 307 
. The Spirit witneſſes as @ Spirit leading them in the Paths 
of Truth and Holineſs, Ver. 14. As many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the Sons of Ged. As a Spirit of ya 
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he leads them, by affording them Direction in the Way of 
their Duty, as a Stranger is led in the right Way by a faithful 
Guide ; and this he doth by Means of the Word, eſpecially in 
the Miniſtry, by the Word read, heard, meditated on, or bro't 
to their Remembrance on proper Occaſions, Iſai. 30. 20, 21. 
-in Eyes ſhall ſee thy Teachers : and thine Ears ſhall bear 
a Word _ thee, ſaying, This is the Way, walk ye in it; 
toben ye turn to the right Hand, or when ye turn to the left, 
And as a Spirit of Holineſs, he leads them by inclining their 
Hearts, by aſſiſting and ſtrengthning them to walk in the Ways 
of God's Commandments, as a Man weak or lame is led by 
lending him an helping Hand. Ezek. 36. 27. I will put my 
Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk in my Statutes, The 
Affiſtances, therefore, imparted to us by the Spirit for the Ex- 
erciſe of Grace, and for the Duties of Obedience in our daily 
Converſation, and for the raiſing fpiritual Affections in the 
Duties of God's Worſhip, are an Evidence to Conſcience of 
our Relation to God, as his Children. £ 

4. The Spirit witneſſes as a Spirit of Adoption (Ver. 15.) by 
impreſſing our Hearts with the Grace and Love of God. in 
Chriſt revealed in the Goſpel, and receiv'd by Faith, producing 
anſwerable filial Affections towards him, diſpoſing us to love 
and reverence him as a Father now reconciled in Chrift, and 
pacified towards us for all that we have done, to truſt in him as 
a Father, to imitate and reſemble him, to ſubmit to his Cor- 
rections, and obey him, as a Father, with a Childlike Reve- 
rence and Ingenuity, eſpecially by frequent and earneſt Prayer 
to cry to him, with an humble Confidence in his paternal Pity 
and Love, This Effect is particularly mention'd, Verſe 15. Ye 
have receiv'd the Spirit of Adoption, whereby, we cry Abba, Fa- 
ther, The Spirit of Adoption thus operating in the Hearts of 
true Chriſtians, leaves a Teſtimony in their Conſciences, that 
they are the genuine Children of God, And ſurely, there can 
be no greater Evidence of it, than their having the genuine Spirit 
and Diſpoſition of his Children, . 

Thus we ſee how the Teſtimony of the Spirit is to be inter- 
preted according to our Context : and other Texts of Scripture 
ſpeak to the ſame Purpoſe, This Evidence of a State of Grace is 
laid down both negatively, Rom. 8. 9. F any Man have not 
the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. And poſitively, 1 Joh. 
; 24. Herely we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which 

bath given us, And Chap. 4.13. -Hereby we know that we 
#well in him, and ht is us, becauſe be hath given us of his = 

ence 
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Hence the Spirit in Believers is called the Earneft of their Inhe- 
ritance (Eph. 1. 14.) which, as the Children of God they have 
a Title to. 2 Cor. 5. 5. He that hath wrought us for the ſelf- 
ſame Thing (i, e. for the heavenly State) is God, who alſo hath 
given unto us the Earnefl of the Spirit. The Work of Grace 
wrought by the Spirit in the Hearts of the faithful, fitting 
them for Heaven, hath the Nature of an Earneſt, to aſſure 
= of the full Poſſeſſion of their heavenly Inheritance in due 

ime, x 

Object. But it will be ſaid, this is only objective Evidence, 
and not any direct Teſtimony of the Spirit it ſelf. 

Anſw. 1. Be it ſo, yet the Spirit is ſaid to witneſs, or teftify 
only by objective Evidence, Joh. 15. 26. The Spirit of Truth 
which proceedeth from the Father, he ſhall teflify of me. Onegreat 
End ot giving the Spirit after Chriſt's Aſcenſion was, that he might 
bear Witneſs to him, and to the Truth and Divinity of his Reli- 
gion, for the Conviction of the World; and this was done only, 
or chiefly by objective Evidence as I may have Occaſion to 
ſhew anon. But 

2. The Teſtimony of the Spirit, as I have open'd it, conſiſts 
not meerly in objective Evidence; but the Spirit itſelf acts as 
an enlightning, operative Spirit by the Word, and by the ſanRi- 
fied Powers of the Soul, in producing this Perſwaſion in the 
Hearts of God's Children, It the Spirit, after he. had wrought 
Grace in their Hearts, had left them to themſelves, and to their 
own Enquiries, and Reaſonings, to gather their ſpiritual State 
thence, this had been to give them no more than objective E- 
vidence ; but the Spirit does more : he not only implants 
Grace, but he preſerves it, he quickens and ſtrengthens it, and 
aſſiſts the Exerciſe of it by a continual Influence, And it is of 
the Nature of Grace, (as of all other intellectual, and moral 
Habits) to evidence itſelf by Exerciſe. The Spirit aſſiſts them 
in Meditation, Self- Examination and Prayer, and other holy 
Duties, brings the Word to their Remembrance, bears Cown 
Prejudices by his holy Impreſſions on their Hearts, enlightens 

their Minds to ſee the Beauty and Force of divine Truths, 
cauſes them to dwell on the ferious and weighty Arguments ef 
the Word, ſuggefts good Thoughts and Defires, kindles pure 
and fervent Affections in them, and ſo cauſes their Graces to 
ſhine out to the View of Conſcience, and thereby gives in his 
Teſtimony to their Regeneration and Adoption. And all this 


be doth, as @ Spirit leading and aGiſting- dem, and as a — | 
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of Adoption, that is to ſay, by bis ſanctiſying Motions and Im- 
reſſions on their Minds and Hearts. ' . N 
et. But it will be query'd, Hhether, beſides the Teſtimony 
of the Spirit outwardly by the Word, and by his inward ſanctify- 
jog Impreſſions on the Heart, there be not an immediate Teſtimony 
of the Spirit to the Mind and Conſcience, like an inward Yoice, 
aſſuring a Perſon, that he is a Child of God ? | 
Anſw. Before we can well ſay, what is to be affirmed, or 
denied in this Matter, we muſt underſtand what is meant by 
this immediate Teſtimony of the Spirit, In ſome Senſe all the O- 
perations of the Spirit on the Souls of Men are immediate. For 
though, in corporal Agents, the Inſtrument comes between the 
principal Agent, and the Effect, and immediately reaches it; yet 
I conceive it is otherwiſe in ſpiritual Agents, eſpecially acting 
upon Spirits, And ſo there is an immediate Virtue and In- 
fluence of the Divine Spirit, that reaches and affects the Soul, 
in the, Work of Converſion, Sanctification and Comfort, what- 
ever Means are made Uſe of as Vehicles of thoſe Influences. But 
if we conſider the wiſe and holy Methods of the Spirit whereby 
he accommodates himſelf to the rational Nature of Man, 
acting not only with Power, but with Wiſdom and Reaſon, ſo 
he. ordinarily accompliſhes his whole ſaving Work in adult 
Perſons by means of the Word, and the Powers of their own 
Mind, Wherefore if by the immediate Teſtimony of the Spirit 
be meant ſuch as is excluſive of every kind of Medium, 
whether of Scripture or ſanctified Reaſon, ſo I deny that 
Chriſtians have any Warrant from this Text or any othet 
— Scripture, to expect an immediate Teſtimony of the 
pirit, For | | by: 
1. Let it be conſider'd, that the Subject capable of this Teſ- 
timony, is only a regenerate adopted Child of God. For this 
is the Matter of his Teſtimony, That we are the Children of 
Ged. If we might ſuppoſe it. poſſible for the Holy Spirit to 
witneſs to an unregenerate, impenitent Sinner, that he is an elett 
Veſſel ( for that he ſhould witneſs, ſuch an one is a Child of 
God, is abſolutely impoſſible, becauſe untrue, but it may be 
true that he is elected though yet unregenerate) fuch a Teſti- 
mony indeed muſt be immediate, or a new Revelation ; for it - 
is ſuppoſed, there is no Medium of any fandtified Principle in his 
Soul, that the Spirit can make Uſe of in conveying this Teſti- 
mony to his Mind, But the Witneſs of the Spirit is in vain 
pretended to by thoſe who have no Evidence of a ſanctifying 
Work : For it is by no means to be' imagined, that the Holy 
S x» al 
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Spirit ſhould ſo far unite with an unſanctified Spirit, as to com- 
municate this important Secret to it, Nor can it anſwer any 
valuable End, for the Spirit to witneſs a Man's particular Elec- 
tion, before his Converſion ; yea nothing can be more likely 
(while his natural Antipathies to Holineſs remain uncur'd ) to 
obſtruct his Converfion by hardening him in Security and Pre- 
ſumption. Every Pretence therefore, to the Witneſs of the Spirit, 
while a Man is a Stranger to a Work of Grace, or the Impreſſion 
of the Image of God on his Soul, we may be ſure, is but a Dteam 
and Deluſion, But the Witneſs of the Spirit our Text ſpeaks 
of, doth in the Nature of the T hing, ſuppoſe a preceeding Work 
of the Spirit, as a Sanctifier: for to teſtify that one is a Child 
of God, is to teſtify that he hath regenerating Grace wrought 
by the Spirit, and it cannot rationally be ſuppoſed. that the Spi- 
rit teſtifies this by an immediate Voice, but by giving him a diſ- 
cerning of that Grace by exciting it into A, and clearing it 
from its Obſcuricy to the View of the Chriſtian's Mind, other- 
wiſe the Conſcience can't have ſolid Satisfaction, upon the 
' Grounds of the New-Covenant, We muſt therefore in all 
- . Reaſon think, that the Spirit -conveys his Teſtimony to the 
Soul, = the Medium of its ſanctified Powers, For 
2. Why elſe does theApoſtle ſay, The Spirit bears Witneſs with 
our Spirit? He joins, you ſee, theſe two Witneſſes together 
for the eſtabliſhing the Concluſion, that we are the Children of - 
Cod. But thoſe that talk of the immediate Teſtimony of the 
Spirit, which prevents all Reaſoning and Conſideration on our 
Part, all Uſe of our own Faculties, give ſo much to the Wit- 
neſs of the Spirit, that they ſeem wholly to exclude, or fuper- 

ſede the other Witneſs, our own Spirits, | 
3- This Witneſs of the Spirit is common to all the Children 
of God, and therefore cannot be the immediate Teſtimony of 
the Spirit, which ſome plead for. That this Witneſs of the 
Spirit is common to all the Children of God, and not peculiar to 
fome few rare Chriſtians, the Tenor of the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe 
leaves no Room to doubt. The Apoſtle joins himſelf with the 
believing Romans without any Intimation of a Diſtinction, fay- 
ing, The Spirit beareth Witneſs with OUR Spirit, And it to 
have the Spirit dwelling in us, if to be led by the Spirit, if to re- 
ceive the Spirit of Adoption be common to all the Children of 
God, as he faith in the foregoing Verſes, then is it ſo likewiſe to 
have the Witness of the Spirit ; for he tells us, this ſame Spirit 
beareth Witneſs &c, without the leaſt Note of Limitation ; 
5 whence 
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whence it is apparent, that the Spirit witneſſing is no more pe- 
culiar to ſome few among real Chriſtians, than the Spirit of 
Adoption, or of Sanctification; though it may be in ſome with 
greater Clearneſs, Fulneſs and Efficacy, than in others,” The 
Conſequence is, that therefore it cannot be the immediate Te» 
ſtimony of the Spirit in the Senſe which ſome plead for ;. fo 
none, I preſume, will aſſert, this is common to all true Chriſti- 
ans, Were it ſo, they muſt needs all have Aſſurance ; for the 
Subjects of this immediate Teſtimony could no more be ſup- 

| poſed to doubt of the Voice of the Spirit, than the Prophets 
who were immediately inſpired of old, could be ſuppoſed to 

call in Queſtion the Revelations they had from God. An im- 
mediate Teſtimony of the Spirit ſuppoſed without this Effect, 
viz, a full Aſſurance, would be utterly inſignificant and vain, 
But ſuch Aſſurance doth not neceſſarily follow from the me- 
diate Teſtimony of the Spirit, for Reaſons hereafter to be men- 
tioned : But to ſay that all true Chriſtians have Aſſurance, is to 
contradict both Scripture and Experience, 

4. There ſeems to be a Congruity between the Teſtimony of 
the Spirit to the Truth of Chriſtianity outwardly revealed in the 
Goſpel, and his Teſtimony to the Truth of Chriſtianity inward- 
ly receiv'd in the Heart. For he is ſaid to bear Witneſs to both, 
To the latter in our Text, to the former in Joh. 15. 26. The 
Spirit of Truth ( ſaith Chriſt) which proceedeth from the Father, 
he ſhall teflify of me, And Acts F. 31, 32. The Apoſtle ſpeak- 
ing of Chritt's Reſurrection, and Exaltation at his Father's Right 
Hand, 'to be a Prince and a Savicur, to give Repentance unto I/ 
rael and Remiſſion of Sins; We ( fay they) are bY Witneſſes ef 
theſe Things, and ſo is alſa the HOLY G HOST, whom God hath 
given to them that obey him, But, how did the Holy Ghoſt bear 
Witneſs of Chriſt and his Religion for the Conviction of the 
World after his Aſcenſion into Heaven ? Not by an immedi- 
ate Voice from Heaven, proclaiming, that Jeſus is the Son ,of 

God, exalted at his right Hand, and that the Doctrine which 
the Apoltles preached in his Name, was a true Revelation from 
Go', but by affording ſufficient objective Evidence, By en- 
dowing the Apoſtles with extraordinary divine Gifts, the Power 
of ſpeaking Languages readily, which they never learnt before, 
of werking all Sorts of Miracles in the Name of Jeſus, by heal- 

mg the Sick and Maimed in an Inftant, only with their Word, 
by raiſing the Dead to Life, and ſtriking the Living dead by 
their Word, (as in the Caſe of Ananias and Sapphira) and by 
the wonderful Succeſs of their Dectrine, through a manifeſtly 
D 2 divine 
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divine Energy accompanying it, in the Converſion of vaſt Num- 
bers of moſt degenerateSinners, immers'd inSenſuality and all kind 
of brutiſh Vices, and recovering them to a divine and heayenl 
. Life ; a Doctrine ſo miraculouſly atteſted from Heaven, muſt 
be to Men that have no more than natural Reaſon, a convictive 
Proof, that it had its Original thence. God bearing them ( the 
firſt Preachers of the Goſpel ) Witneſt, both with Signs and Wen- 
ders, with divers Miracles, and Gifts of the Holy Ge, Heb, 
2. 4. This is the Spirit's Witneſs to the Truth of Chriſtianity 
in its outward Promulgation ; which, we ſee, is only objective 
Teſtimony, offcred by the extraordinary Operation of the Spirit 
to the Reaſon of Mankind, In like manner, the Spirit may be 
ſaid truly to witneſs the Truth of Chriſtianity received in the 
Heart, by his ſanctifying Operations and Impreſſions by the 
Word on the Soul, by the Characters of the divine Image he 
hath imprinted on the Believer's Heart, producing a ſpiritual and 
heavenly Diſpoſition and Temper, agreeable to the N.ture of 
the holy Doctrine of the Goſpel ; which amount to a ſufficient 
Evidence, whence a Chriſtian by the Exerciſe of ſanctified Rea- 
ſon under the Conduct and Influence of the ſame Spirit may 
conclude his gracious adopted State. This ſeems more agreca- 
ble to the Wiſdom and Grace of the Holy Spirit, and to all his 
known Methods, than an immediate Voice, or any Impulſe e- 
as” thereto, eſpecially in the Want of ſuch Evidence, 
gain, | 

5. This ſuppos'd immediate Teſtimony of the Spirit is ca- 
pable of being tried by the Word of God, or it is not, If not, 
if it cannot Year a Trial by the written Word of God, it ought 
to be rejected. as a Deluſion of Fancy, or a Device of Satan to 
draw Men off froqp a due Regard to the holy Scriptures (which 
are unqueſtionably of the Spirit's Inſpiration) under Pretence of 
being guided and acted in their Sentimęnts and Practices, by ſpi- 
ritual Illuminations and Impreſſiors: And if the Devil can once 
effect this, if he can prevail with Men to give Heed to Impulſes 
under the Notion of the Spirit's Influence, and to ſet them a- 
bove the written Word of God, as not to be tried by that pub- 
lick ſtanding Teſtimony of the Spirit, he will gain a great Point; 
for then he knows how eaſy it will be for him to obtrude his 
pernicious Fallacies on poor unguarded Souls, inttead of the Dic- 
gates of the Divine Spirit, And how ill ſoever the Garb of an 
Angel of Light becomes the Prince of Darkneſ:, or how much 
foever he may be ſuppoſed to put a Force upon Nature in taking 
. ; , it 
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it upon him, yet it is worth while for Satan to transform himſelf 
into an Angel of Light for the gaining this Point, which we 
know he can do, and alſo counterfeit the bleſſed Spirit in his fa- 
ving Operations on the Souls of Men. Which Confideration 
ſhould awaken Cautio- in us, and teach us all to beware of all 
Pretences to any Teſtimony of the Spirit that cannot ſtand the 
Teſt of holy Scripture. | 

But if this which is called the immediate Teſtimony of the 
Spirit, will bear the Trial of the written Word of God, if it 
be conformable to the Doctrines and Rules of the holy Scrip- 
tures, why ſhould we not think it the Voice of the holy Spirit 
in the Scriptures, his bringing a ſeaſonable Word to our Minds 
with Light, and Efficacy, or his enlightning the Underſtanding, 
and quickning the Affections, and ſtriking out good Thoughts 
and Reflections from a ſanctified Heart? All this is granted, 
as the Spirit's Work, when he witneſſeth in a mediate Way, by 
Means of the Word, and his ſanctifying Operations in the Heart, 
What Need then, of having Recourſe to the immediate Voice, 
or Teſtimony of the Spirit, when all that the Scripture war- 
rants may be thus reaſonably accounted for? And what Pur- 
poſe can it ſerve ? When it is certain, that to a ſerious Chri- 
ſtian the Teſtimony of the Spitit by the Marks and Evidences 
of his SanQification muſt be much more ſatisfactory, than even 
a Voice from Heaven could be: as, to a fick Man it will be an 
Evidence of his Recovery, much more to his Comfort and Sa- 
tisfaction, to find himſelf in a Condition approaching to Health, 
than the Teſtimony of the moſt ſkilful Phyſician, that he may 
recover 22 while he feels the Effects of his Diſtemper, 
and ſees no Symptoms of a Recovery. In vain do Men look 
for Comfort with reſpect to their ſpiritual and eternal State, if 
they don't find the Root of it within them, or if they look for 
it in any other Way than that of Grace and Holineſs : Grace is 
the Seed of Comfort and Joy, which is nothing elſe but the ſprinz- 
ing up, and blooming out of that Seed. It is the Metaphor, I find; 
the Holy Ghoſt hath made Uſe of, Pſal. 97. 11. Light is ſown 


for the Righteous ; and Gladneſs for the Upright in Heart, The 


fiacerely pious Soul, if it be at preſent without Light or Joy, 
yet it hath the Seed of it in itſelf in the Truth of Grace, and 
Sanctification, which will not fail to bring forth Joy and Com- 
fort in the beſt Time. Or to make Uſe of anottrer Metaphor 


much inſiſted on by our Saviour (Joh. 4. 14. Chap. 7. 38.) 


The Spirit of Grace in the Soul is an inward Spring of living 
Water, the Fountain of all Holineſs and Comfort, iſſuing in 
; ver- 
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everlaſting Life and -Happineſs : ſo that, the Comfort of the Spi- 
rit is not to be ſought as a Thing foreign to us, any more than 
Life. it ſelf, but as that which naturally flows from inward 
Principles of, Grace deeply implanted in' the Soul, influencing 
and governing theLife andConverſation, Though the Chriſtian's 
comfortable diſcerning this bleſſed Work of the Spirit in its ex- 
cellent Nature and happy Tendency may be ſuſpended for aTime, 
yet the Work itſelf is the great Evidence of his Title to thePri- 
vileges of God's Children, 

Nevertheleſs, I deny not what, in a ſober Senſe, may be 
called the immediate Teſtimony of the Spirit : as, his ſuggeſting 
to the pious Mind arguments, and evidences of a State of Grace, 
his enlightning the Chriſtian's Underitanding to diſcern a graci- 
ous Work in his own Heart, and to judge of the Sincerity of 
it, begetting an holy Confidence towards God upon this Diſco- 
very, filling his Soul with a joyful Senſe of the Glory and Hap- 
pineſs of this Relation to God, giving him as it were the Fore- 
taſte, and Earneſt of the heavenly Joy. But in ſuch Diſpenſa- 
tions the Spirit acts his ſovercign Liberty; nor are all the Chil- 
dren of God alike Partakers of them, However, in all this, 
nothing more need be ſuppoſed, than the Spirit's quickening, e- 
levating, and enlarging the ſanctified Powers of our own Souls, 
by which Means he gives in his Teſtimony to our Conſcience, 
and Conſcience being ſatisfied on the moſt reaſonable Grounds, 
joins with the Spirit in his Teſtimony to beget this Perſwaſion, 
that we are the Children of God. 

Thus I have endeavour'd to open the Nature of the Spi- 
rit's Teſtimony according to the Doctrine of the holy Scriptures. 


2. The next Thing propos'd to be conſider'd was, The Va- 
lue and Force of this Teflimony of the Spirit, or what Degree of 
Eerſwaſion it may be ſuppos'd to beget in the Hearts of Believers 
concerning their Adoption, or their being the Children of 
God. To this I ſhall ſpcak ia a few Words under theſe three 
Heads. 25 

I. It does not appear, that a full Aſſurance muſt neceſſarily 
follow from the Teſtimony of the Spirit, That ſuch Aſſurance 
is attainable by Chriſtians in the Uſe of ordinary Means, and 
tat it depends on the Witneſs of the Spirit, I grant ; and that 
jt would certainly ſollow from the immediate Teltimony of the 
Spirit, were that granted alſo : but that ſuch immediate Teſ- 
timony has no Warrant from this Text, I have ſhewed. But 
the Spirit's Witneſs being chicfly of the Nature of A Be - 

vidence 
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vidence, or Teſtimony, it does not-neceſlarily follow that every 
Chriſtian, who hath the Spirit witneſſing, hath alſo full Aſſu- 
rance. The Want of this Aſſurance, notwithſtanding the Spirit's 
Teſtimony, may ariſe from various Cauſes, viz, From a faul- 
ty Inadvertence, or Want of Reflection, from Diffidence, or 
Self-jealouſy, ariſing from a Chiiſtian's Experience of the De- 
ceit of his own Heart, from a Senſe of the Mixtures of Cor- 
ruption, which turn his Thoughts chiefly to Humiliation, and 
Self- abaſement, from a ſpiritual Sight of the pure and glorious 
Majeſty of God, with whom che Soul hath to do, which is apt 
to deject and abaſe it in a Senſe of its own Vileneſs, Let a 
Man (the holieſt Man in this State of Imperfection) have ſome 
ſuch Sight (or ſpiritual Apprehenſion by Faith) of the Majeſty, 
and Holineſs of God, and of the Purity, Zeal, and Reyerence 
of the heavenly Worſhippers, as Iſaiab had, in Viſion, when he 
ſaw the Glory of the Lord, and the Seraphims about the Throne 
vailing their. F aces with their Wings, with the deepeſt Reve- 
rence and livelieſt Ardour worſhipping and proclaiming tbe 
Holineſs and Glory of the Great King the Lerd of Hoſts, he 
would ſee Reaſon ſufficient to join with him in his Self- Abhor- 
rency, and to ſay, Ve is me, for I am undone, becauſe I am a 
Man of unclean Lips, &c. (Ifa. 6. 2, 3, 5.) So that the Want 
of a certain confident Perſwafion of a Man's good Eftate to- 
wards God may be owing, not only to Ignorance, or the Want 
of Knowledge, but to the higher Degrees of ſpiritual Illumina- 
tion in the Knowledge of God, which, the greater it is, -ſerves 
to produce greater Humiliation and Self-loathing, (See Job 
42. 5, 6.) Not but that this alſo may conſiſt with a compe- 
tent Degree of Afturance ; but it naturally tends to excite Fears 
and Jealouſies concerning a Chriſtian's ſpiritual State: while it 
engages the Attention of the Mind to a-ſuperior, glorious, Soul- 
bumbling Light, it is apt to darken the Evidences ariſing from 
a real Work of the Spirit, being attended with manifold Weak- 
neſſes, and Imperfections. It may proceed likewiſe from pre- 
vailing Melancholy of natural Temper, or from other Cauſes 
more criminal, as flothful Neglects of Duty, and Indulgences 
to the Fleſh, which moſt Chriſtians are too ſubject to, more or 
leſs through indwelling Corruption and Temptations, which 
may provoke the Holy Spirit to withdraw, or ſufpend the Com- 
fort of his Teſtimony, For theſe and the like Cauſes, true 
Chriſtians, who are Subjects of a real Work of Sanctification, 
may yet want Aſſurance, yea, and a comfortable Hope, while 
in the mean Time, they are accepted of God and encouraged 

to 
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to truſt in him as their God, Iſa. 50. 10. Vo is among you that 
' feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the Voice of his Servam, that walk- - 
eth in Darkneſs, and hath mo Light ? him truft in the Name 
of the Lord, and flay upon his God. 4 | 
But though a good Degree of Aſſurance, ſufficient for all the 
Purpoſes of God's Glory and our Comfort in the Ways of Obe- 
dience, be attainable in the ordinary Diſpenſation of divine Grace, 
by a Chriſtian's Diligence in the Uſe of ordinary Means and 
Helps in this Life ; and he is ſcarce to be thought a true Chriſ- 
tian, that can content himſelf in the Want of it, and fit down 
ſatisfied under Uncertainties about his ſpiritual and eternal State, 
for true Grace will. be ever growing up towards Aſſurance ; yet 
on the other Hand, as to an abſolutely perfet Aſſurance, free 
from Aſſaults, and which ſhuts out all Doubts and Fears, and 
all Danger of coming ſhort of the promiſed Reſt, I very much 
queſtion, whether it be attainable to any on this Side Heaven, 
| while Chriſtians are obliged to walk by Faith, which is a lower 
Kind of Evidence, in the Want of Sight, & Fruition. (2 Cor. 5. 7.) 
„Such an Evidence, Conviction, and Perſwaſion of our Ac- 
«*« ceptance with God (ſaith an eminent Divine ) as are excluſive 
« of all contrary Reaſoning, that ſuffer the Soul to hear nothing 
of Odjections, that free and quiet it from all Aſſaults, ate 
© neither mentioned in the Scripture, nor conſiſtent with that 
State wherein we walk before God, nor poſſible on the Ac- 
« count of Satan's Will, and Ability to tempt, or of our own 
remaining Unbelief. Aſſurance encourageth us in our Com- 
© bat, it delivereth us not from it.” Holy Paul thought not 
himſelf paſt all Danger, when he ſaid, 1 Cor. 9. 27, 1 gre 4 un- 
der my Body, and bring it into _— ; lefl that by any Means, 
toben I have preached to others, I myſelf ſhould be a Coft-away. 
And he calls upon eftabliſhed Chriſtians to fear, Rom. 11. 20. 
Thou ſtandeſ by Faith : be not high-minded, but fear. Heb. 4. 1. 
Let us fear, lift a Promiſe being left us of entring into his Reſt, 
any of you ſhould ſeem to rome — it. And it is hard to con 
ceive, that ſince all a Chriſtian's Knowledge and other Graces 
are imperfect, his Aſſurance, which riſes out of them, and is 
partly built upon them, ſhould be perfect. Nor do I believe 
there are any Chriſtians at this Day, who are above the Leſſon 
of Self- Examination ſo often inculcated, or are got beyond the 
Practice of thoſe Duties required, 2 Pet. 1. 10. Give Diligence 
to make your calling and Election ſure, Heb, 6. 11. Mie defire 
that every one of you do ſhew the ſame Diligence, to the full Af- 
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farance of Hops unte the End. And it ſeems reaſonable and ne- 
ceſſary that ſome Obſcurity ſhould yet remain on a Chriſtian's 
Evidenees in this preſent State of Trial and Warfare, as being 
ſuitable to the Condition of a Life of Faith, to engage him to 
an holy Caution, and Vigilance, and perfevering Dil:gence in 
working out his Salvation with Fear and Trembling ; amidft 
ſo many Snares and Dangers, and Enemies as he is ſtill liable t 
till the finiſhing of his Courſe : Otherwiſe he may be rathe 
ſaid to walk by Sight than by Faith, - rat Mb 


II. The Spirit's Witneſs exhibits ſufficient Evidence, whereby 
a Chriſtian may ordinarily arrive to a comfortable Perſwaſion of 
bis adopted State. 1 fay, 4 ſufficient Evidence, and it is ſo, wheres 
ever the Spirit of God is given to work a ſanctifying Change in 
the Soul. To underſtand therefore what Evidence may be ac- 
counted ſufficient in this Caſe, we muſtrefleR, and conſider what 
I obſerv'd to you, was mainly implied in this Privilege of being 
the Children of God, namely, theſe two Things. 4 Change 
of State, and a Change of Nature,or a relative, and a real Change. 
1. A relative Change of State; we being Children of Wrath 
by Nature, a Reconciliation is neceſſary in Order to our bei 
the Favourites of God, and made accepted in the Brlwved, And 
2, A real Change of Nature, whereby our finful and depra- 
ved Natures are renewed and ſanctified, and we come to 
bear the moral of God, and reſemble him as a Child' 
doth his Father. There are, then, two Things requiſite to 4 
ſufficient Evidence to give us full Satisfaction in this Matter. 


r. That it be ſuch an Evidence as may demonſtrate, that A- 
tonement is made for our Sins, and that God'is reconcil'd, and at 
Peace with us: for having fallen under his Wrath by Sin, Which 
is the natural State of al] Men, we cannot on rational Grounds ' 
perſwade ourſelves, that he will admit us to ſo near and dear a 
Relation, as that of Children, till we have ſome ſure Demon 
peer that the Breach is repaired, and that he is appeas d to- 
warde us. | | : | 

2, Such an Evidence as correſponds with the moral Perfecti - 
ons of God, and that Senſe of them, that is impreſs'd on a na- 
tural Conſcience. For the Privilege of being the Children of 
yy is ſo high, and great, and lies ſo directly againſt the natu- 


Convictions of a Sinner's Conſcience, that it is no ſmall - 


Thing that will ſatisfy us concerning our Intereſt in it, it muſt . 
de nothing leſs than ſome _ or Signature of Divinity, ſuch ' 
Ag 
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as fully comports with our natural Conceptions of the Divine 
Perſections, that may induce us to conclude, that we ate his 

nuine Offspring. Now the Spirit given us by God to work 
— and Holineſs, to produce the divine Life, and Image 
in our Souls, is an Evidence that comes fully up to theſe Qua- 
lifications, 

1. As it affords Matter of Satisfaction to Conſcience, that 
God is reconciled, and ſo takes off the grand Objection from the 
Guilt of Sin whereby a Breach has been made between God and 
the Soul, God's giving his Spirit to dwell in the Believer, is an 
evident Token that Atonement is made, and accepted in the 
Blood of Chrift, and that it is applied to the believing Sinner. 

Fir, The Gift of the Spirit is the great Evidence of God's 
Acceptation of the atoning Sacrifice of Chriſt, ſo as to offer us 
a Covenant of Peace, and Reconciliation through him. This 
he choſe as the propereft Evidence to convince the World of the 
Truth and Fulneſs of Chriſt's Satisfaction by his Death, and of 
| the Truth of the Goſpel-Covenant preached by the Apoſtles, 
| the Sum of which is, that God is in Chrift reconciling the World 
unto himſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto them. (2 Cor. 5. 
19.) This God hath owned, and confirmed by giving his Spi- 
| * Tit to accompany the preaching of it to the World, not only in 

dis extraordinary miraculous Gifts; God bearing them Witneſs 
with Signs and Wonders, and with divers Miracles, and Gifis of 
the Holy Ghofl according to his Will (Heb. 2. 4.) Such as were 
ed forth on the Day of Pentaceſt, which are repreſented by the 
Apottle, as the er Evidence of Chriſt's, being exalted by the 
right Hand of God, as our accepted Mediator. (Acts 2.33, 36.) 
But alſo in his ordinary ſanctifying Grace given to all Belicvers. 
That Jeſus was exalted with the right Hand of God, to give Re- 
pentance and Remiſſion of Sins, the Holy Ghoſt is (aid to be a 
Witneſs, whom God hath given to them that obey him, Acts 5. | 
| 31, 32. The Holy Ghoſt confirm'd the Teftimony of the A- 
[| pofiles, and other Preachers of theGoſpel, by his heavenly Power 

and Influence, imparted by their Miniſtry for the Converſion of | 
| vaſt Multitudes of degenerate Mankind, and their Recovery to- | 
1 the divine and heavenly Life. And this is a ſtanding Teſtimo- | 
| ny, even to this Day, of the Truth of Goſpel Doctrine (being 
made effectual on many Souls, for ſuch divine Purpoſes) which | 
is founded on a Reconciliation in the Blood of Chriſt. 1 Cor. | 
6. 11. Such were ſome of you ; but ye are woſbed, but ye are | 
and ißed, but ye are juſlified, in the Name of the LordJeſus,(.ic. «1 
far the Sake of his reconciliogoacrifice,& prevalent . b 
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and by the Spirit of our God. This ſurely is an Atteſtation from 
Heaven to the Goſpel-Revelation, which publiſhes Peace and 
Goodwill towards Men, which ſhews a Reconciliation-is made, 
an Intercourſe with Heaven once more open'd to us, and that 
God is willing, in Conſideration of a Mediator's Atonement and 
Iaterceſſion, to come upon Terms of Peace with the rebellious 
Sons of Men, and to communicate his ſpecial Preſence and Love 
to them, (Pal. 68. 18.) | | 

Secondly, This Gift of the Spirit to particular Believers, and 
his ſanRifying Work in them, is a full and ſufficient Evidence 
that the Atonement made in the Blood of Chrift is applied to 
them, and the Breach actually made up between God, and them, 
All that Grace and Holineſs, that God worketh in us by his Spi- 
rit, he worketh as a God of Peace, reconciled- to us in Chriſt. 
Hence that Title given to God in Prayer for his ſanctifying 
Grace ; The God of Peace, a Title ſuiting the Nature of the Pe- 
tition, 1 Theſſ. 5. 23, The very God of Peace ſanttify you 
wholly, Heb. 13. 20, 21. The God of Peace through the 
Blood of the everlafling Covenant :; make you perfect in every good 
Wark to do his Will, &c. The good Will of God towards us 
is in the moſt ſatisfactory Manner made known and evidenced by 
the good Work of his Spirit in us. Yea,this is the moſt precious 
Token of his Love. Rom. 5.5. The: Love of God is ſhed abroad 
in our Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto us, i. e. the 
ſhedding abroad his Spirit into the Hearts of the Faithful, is a 
manifeſt Token of his ſpecial Love to their Souls. The Gift 
of his regenerating, ſanRifying Spirit, is the ſureſt Evidence that 
could be given of his fatherly Relation and Love to them. No 
Gift comparable to this; he gives earthly Poſſeſſions, Wealth, 
and Honour oftentimes to the vileſt of Men; the Gifts of na- 
tural Endowments, great Knowledge, Wiſdom, and Sagacity 
argue no ſpecial Love, but his Spirit he gives to none but his 
Children, and ſpecial Favourites, Hence, 

2. This Gift of the Spirit for the Purpoſe before mention'd, 
is ſuch an Evidence as correſponds with that Senſe of God and 
his moral Perfections, that our Conſciences are naturally impreſs d 
with; and therefore a ſufficient Evidence to aſſure us of our 
Adoption: for the Spirit of God given to work Grace and Holi- 
neſs, conſtitutes the Nature and Diſpoſition of God's Children: 
for the Holy Spirit operating as Sanctifier produceth the divine 
Life, and Likeneſs, in us, and makes us to reſemble God in 


Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, Love, Benignity and Truth. So far 


az we are Conſcious to ourſelves that we are poſſeſs d of theſe 
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divine Virtues, we cannot but have the Teftimony of God's 
Approbation in our own Conſciences ; yea ſuch Virtues ſhining 
in a Man's Converſation cannot but leave a Teſtimony in the 
Conſciences of others, that there is ſomething of God in ſuch 
a Man; becauſe natural Reaſon, and Conſcience ſuggeſt to us, 
that theſe Excellencies are in God in tranſcendent infinite Per- 
ſection, that they muſt needs come from him, and that he can- 
not but be pleaſed in his own Image. Now the Spirit of God 
dwelling in the Hearts of Chriſtians, as the Principle of thoſe 
Chriſtian Virtues and Graces, which conſtitute the very Temper 
of his Children, is a ſure and ſufficient Evidence of their Relati- 
on to him, as ſuch : and in order to beget a comfortable, and ſa- 
tisfactory Perſwaſion hereof, there ſeems nothing more needful, 
than their being able clearly to diſcern this divine Work of the 
Spirit in thejr Souls, But I add, X * 
III. The Degrees of Per ſwaſion ariſing from this Evidence are 
various in particular Chriſtians. Some are more ſtrongly, others 


- more weakly perſwaded, encountring with more or leſs Doubts 


andFears,according as they have more or lefs Light to help them 
to diſcern their ſpiritual State, For this Perſwaſion of our being 
the Children of God, or in a State of Grace and Salvation, is 
not to be placed in a Point that is not capable of more or leſs, but 
it admits of Degrees, according to the Degrees of Light that 
oduce it; as I may be certain that I ſee a Thing by Candle- 
Tight, but when the Sun is riſen, and ſhines all around, I may 
be more certain of ſeeing it. So in Matters of Reaſon, I may 
be ſure of the Truth of a Propoſition by one good ſound Argu- 
ment; but as more and ftronger Reaſons and Arguments in 
Proof of the ſame T hing, occur to my Mind, I may be more 
ſure of the Truth of it, and be more and more confirm'd in my 
Belief of it. So Likewiſe in Matters of ſpiritual Experience, the 
es of Perſwaſion are various. I may have a good Degree 

of Perſwaſion of a State of Grace, by one ſound Mark or Evi- 
dence of it, which I may be able to diſcern to Satisfaction; but 
af my Experience reaches to more, and higher Scripture Evidences 
of the ſame Thing, I may have ſtill a ſtronger Perſwaſion of it. 
Wherefore as there are ſome truly pious Souls who walt in Dark- 


neſs and bau- * Light, the Scripture teſtifies ( Iſai. 50. 10) not 


being able to diſcern a Work of Grace in themſebves, and as there 

arg others who have attain'd to a full Aſſurance of Faith, being 

filled with Jov and Peace in believing through the Power of the 

Holy Ghoſt, abounding in Hope of the Glory of God; eſpeci- 

ally as they dla near the End of their Courſe, or ate — 
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exerciſed with Tribulations in this World; So I doubt not there 
are many ſincere Chriſtians, who are apt to complain of their 
Want of Aſſurance, becauſe they are not got above the Aſſaults 
of Doubts and Fears, who yet have or may have ſuch a good 
Perſwaſion, or Hope, in Reference to their ſpiritual State, eſta- 
bliſh'd on ſuch ſolid Grounds, as they would not part with, for 
all the Wealth in the World, yea, would rather chuſe to die, 
than to give up, or wholly to diſclaim. Now this Difference a- 
mong Chriftians, as to the Degrees of their Perſwaſion concern- 
ing their gracious adopted State, may ariſe, partly, from their 
different Meaſures or es of Knowledge and Grace, or their 


greater, or leſs Care and Watchfulneſs, Diligence and Activity 


in the Duties of their holy Profeſſion; partly, from the Sove- 
reignty of God in the Diſpenſation of the Spirit, both as to 
Grace and Comfort, whence it comes to paſs, that Chriſtians of 
equal Degrees of Holineſs, have not always equal Affurance, and 
oftentimes thoſe that are weak in Grace have a more comfortable 
Meaſure of Aſſurance, and are more free from perplexing Doubts 
and Conflicts about their ſpiritual Condition, than ſome others 


Who have arrived to far greater Heights of Holineſs ; this alſo 


may be reſolved into other Cauſes, but chiefly into the Sovereiga- 
ty of God. 

Let me, now, make ſome brief Reflections on the Subject 
diſcourſed, in Way of Application, | 


1. Let what has been aid, ſerve to prevent, or correct the 
Miſtakes of Men concerning the Spirit's Teſtimony. And 

I, Be ſure, thoſe are in a dangerous Miſtake, who boaſt of 
the Spirit's Witneſs, while they have no Experience of a ſanc- 
tifying Work of the Spirit in their Hearts ; or are void of the 
Diſpoſition of God's Children, eſpecially as they reſemble him 
in thoſe amiable Chriſtian Graces, Love, Peace, and * Purity ; 
and much more ſo, if the contrary appears in them, if they are 
uncharitable and cenſorious, and revile, and reproach their Chri- 
ſtian Brethren, that differ from them in their Sentiments and O- 


pinions, paſſing raſh Cenſures upon them, if they violate the U- 


nity of the Spirit, and are addicted to Factions, and Diviſions, 
to Envying and Strife, if they harbour and indulge any unmorti- 
fied fleſhly Lufts, theſe are Characters (the Scripture plainly 
ſhews) moſt oppoſite to the Spirit of God's Children, 

2. Thoſe alſo are in an Error little or no Jeſs dangerous, that 
pretend to the Witneſs of the Spirit, without diſcerning any E- 
vidence of Grace, or the Scripture- Marks of God's — ; 
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but if inftead of theſe, they govern themſelves by Impulſes, in 
the Judgment they make of their ſpiritual State, or by ſtrong 
Imp:cflions on their Imaginations, that they are the Children of 
God, they are ſubje& to fatal Deluſion 3 for the Spirit's Tefti- 
mony is always accompanied with Light and Evidence, and car- 
ries with it and offers to the Mind, ſuch rational convictive 
Grounds as are abundantly ſufficient to ſatisfy and. perſwade 
the Conſcience, The Evidence of a reconciled, adopted State, 
without the Evidence of ſanctifying Grace is not according to 
the Word of God, which declares none are reconciled and adop- 
ted but thoſe that are renewed and ſanctiſied. This therefore 
can't be the Teſtimony of the Spirit. Moreover 

3. A particular Perſwaſion ariſing immediately from the gene- 
ral Doctrines and Promiſes of Grace, that Chriſt is mine, that 
I am in a State of Favour with God, a Child of God, and an 
Heir of Heaven, cannot be from the Witneſs of the Spirit, For 
| before we can arrive to this Perſwaſion on ſolid Grounds, there 
muſt be the Conſent of the Will to receive Chriſt, and to com- 
ply with Goſpel-Terms, and the principal Work of the Spirit 
lies in bowing and inclining the Will to conſent to the new Co- 
venant, to come in to Chriſt by an humble obedient Faith, and 
entire — — to his Spirit, and Government. The Power 
of divine Grace is eſpecially manifeſted in bringing Sinners to 
this Faith and Submiſſion to the Lord Jeſus, ſo contrary to their 
corrupt Inclinations. Pſal. 110. 3. Thy People ſball be willing 
in the Day of thy Power, Before this be done, a Man's Per- 
ſwaſion of his Intereſt in Goſpel Privileges, can't be founded on 
any Evidence of Truth, and therefore can't be from the Spirit 
of God, but from the Force of a ſtrong Imagination, For ob- 
ſerve the Method Chrift himſelf has propounded in that known 
Goſpel-Invitation, Matt. 11. 28. Come unto me all ye that la- 
leur, and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you Rel. We may 
obſerve this Order, in thoſe Words of our Saviour, There is, 
Fir, The Qualification of thoſe whom he invites, the weary 
and beavy laden, that have an afflicting Senſe (among other 
Things) of that Load of Guilt that lies upon them, and are 
fill'd with Remorſe, and Horror. Secondly, The — they are 
called to, which is coming to Chriſt, which implies Faith and 
Converſion, and which is explain'd in the following Verſe, by 
taking Chriſt's Tele, and following his Example, Come unto me 
Toke my Yoke upon you ---- Thirdly, Then toilows the Privilege 
annex'd to this Duty, Re, Peace, or Joy. JI will give you Reff 
+»-- And ye ſhall find Refl to yeur Souls, Which is not oy 
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ſed immediately to the weary and heavy laden, but to them that 


come.---- Now, for Sinners who are fill'd with Regret and Hor- 
ror for their Sins, and ſo burden'd with Guilt, hearing ſuch Doc- 
trines and Offers of Grace (yet overlooking, or making little 
Reckoning of the Duty of coming to Chriſt in the Goſpel Way 
of Faith and Repentance) to leap at once into the Perſwaſion, 


that Chriſt has ſatisfied their Debt, that their Sins are pardoned, 


and that they are the adoptedChildren of God,and thereupon as 
the Tide of the Paſſions turns, to be raiſed to Tranſports of Joy, 
and to aſcribe this to the Witneſs of the Spirit, is manifeſt Pre- 
ſumption, For in all this, there is no Argument of any ſpeci 
Work of the Spirit, much leſs of theWitneſs of the Spirit. For it 
may all conſiſt with carnal Nature; carnalMen are often fill'd with 
Remorſe and Terror,andan opprefling Senſe of God's Wrath, and 
Fears of Hell; and many are fo that never come toChriſt for Reſt: 
This is no new or ſtrange Thing. And on the other Hand, 
they are not averſe to the Reſt promiſed, or the Joys of Chriſti- 
anity, yea they are rather deſirous of them; for the Doctrines 
and —_ of Grace are pleaſing even to Man's corrupt Na- 
ture, if ſo be, 
ſtrict Connection with them. The ſtony Ground Hearers in 
the Parable (repreſenting one Sort of unprofitable Hearers) hav- 
ing beard the Word, immediately with Foy receive it, Matth. 
13. 20. But coming to Chriſt in the Way of Faith and Repen- 
tance, which ſhould intervene, as the Medium between a Senſe 
of the Burden of Sin and Wrath, and Peace and Joy in Chriſt, 
this is contrary to the Grain of carnal Nature ; and here 
eſpecially (as was ſaid) lies the Work of the Spirit in bring- 
ing a Sinner home to Chriſt ; without this the greateſt Degrees 
of paſſionate Terrors and Joys are of no Significancy in Point 
of Evidence of a Man's ſpiritual State. 
It will be a much more ſatisfying Token of the Impreſſion 
of the divine Spirit on the Soul of a Chriſtian, when being ſen+ 
ſible not only of the Guilt of Sin, but of natural Corruption, as 
his greateſt Burden, he is moved and inclined to come to God 
through Jeſus Chriſt, by daily Prayer and other Goſpel-Ordi- 
nances, for Healing and Deliverance, and is engag'd in daily 
Struggles with a reluctant Heart, to bring it more fully under 
the Government of Chriſt's Laws, and to a nearer Conformity 
to his Spirit and Pattern, though he hath never experienc'd 
thoſe extraordinary Impreſſions on the more ſenſitive Part of 
the Soul, exciting Horror or Joy, which others ſpeak of. Ne- 
vertheleſs, if the heavy laden Soul be perſwaded thus to oy x 
Chriſt, 


the ſpiritual Duties of Holineſs be not preſs d in 


—_ 
_ 
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Chrift, by the Propoſals of Goſpel-Grace, God grant thee all 
that Joy and Peace that reſults from Believing. in 
4. It is no certain Sign of the Witneſs of the Spirit, when 

Men pretend a confident Aſſurance of their Salvation; eſpecial- 
y when the Evidence that ſhould ſupport this Claim, from the 

olineſs of their Lives, appears no greater in them than in o- 
ther Men, anſwerable to their Pretenſions. Tis a modeft, but 
juſt Cenſure Dr. Owen paſſes on the high Pretences of thoſe, 


who ( being aſk'd of their Hope) have Beldneſt and Confidence 


and Oflentation to anſwer preſently, they are certain they ſhall be 
ſaved, are ſure of going to Heaven, that ſuch Manner of Speech 
is unbecoming them who know what it is to have to do with an 
holy God, who is @ conſuming Fire, And he obſerves, that ſuch 
bold confident Expteſſions expoſe this _ Truth of — 
to the Reproach it meets with in the World. O let Men take 
Heed, leſt while they pretend to the Witneſs of the Spirit, 
— themſelves be found to bear falſe Witneſs of the Holy 
Spirit. | ; 

2. Let it ſerve for In/lrufion and Comfort to all good Chri- 
ſtians, who are apt to be involv'd in needleſs Perplexities, thro? 
miſtaken Apprehenſions of the Spirit's Teſtimony, as if it were 
an immediate Impreſſion, ſomething like an inward Voice aſſu- 
ring them of their adopted State, which having never had Ex- 
perience of, they are apt to be diſcouraged, and to queſtion whe- 
— ever they have been the Subjects of a Work of ſaving 

race. 

But, O Chriſtian, look not abroad for the Witneſs of the 
Spirit, look not upon it as Thing extrinſick, or foreign to thee, 
look within thine own Heart: Doſt thou diſcern the Scrip- 
ture Marks and Tokens of God's Children there? What Ex- 
perience haſt thou of the Effects of the indwellihg Spirit? Doſt 
thou find a fincere Loathing of, and Oppoſition to Sin, an Heart 
open to the Reception of Jeſus Chriſt in his Perſon, Benefits, 
and Laws, and a fincere Love to thy Chriſtian Brethren ? Doſt 
thou find a conftant Humiliation for remaining Corruption, for 
Deſects and Weakneſſes in Duties, Aſpirings after Perfection, ear- 
neſt Breathings after Deliverance from the Body of Sin, and 
Death ? Doft thou find any Conformity of Temper to the holy 
Jeſus in Meekneſfs, Humility, Kindneſs, and other ſalutary Fruits 


of the Spirit ? Doſt thou find any Evidence of the Spirit of 
Adoption, an holy Reverence of God, a Fear of offending bim, 
reſtraining thee from ſecret as well as open Sins, and a ſtrict 


Care to pleaſe him, and approve thy Heart to him in Duties 
of 


_ MS 4. ** 
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of Worſhip, and in thine ordinary Converſation, a filial Affiance, 
or truſt in him for the Mercies of this Life, and of another, and 
Reſignation of thy ſelf to his Diſpoſals, a ſincere Love to him, 
and prizing his Favour above all this World? Does it put thee 
upon daily affectionate Cries at the Throne of Grace, enabling 
thee to go to God as a Father, and with a childlike Confidence 
in his fatherly Pity, Grace and Love in Chtiſt, to pour out thy 
Grievances into his Boſom, in thy Complaints and Petitions ? 
Doſt thou receive Aflitions, as the Diſcipline of thy heavenl 
Father for thy Amendment and ſpirituãl Improvement with 
childlike Reverence, and Submiſſion to him the Father of thy 
Spirit? Do thy Afffictions produce in thee any Conformity of 
Spirit to the only begotten Son of God in his Sufferings, bring- 
ing thee upon thy Knees, crying Abba Father ? Of Chriſt in 
his ſorrowful Agony, we read ( Mark 14. 35, 36.) that he 
went and fell on the Ground and prayed ---- And he ſaid, Abba, 
Father, all Things are poſſible to thee, take away this Cup from 
me : Lee not what I will, but what thou wilt. Abba 
Father ; the ſame Words which the Apoſtle here puts into the 
Mouths of the adopted Children of God, who by the Iaſtinct 
of the ſame Spirit are taught, and inclined, in Conformity to 
their Head and Sayiour, under their Sorrows and Grievances to 
1 Father, 
hy, this is an Evidence of the Spirit of God's Children, 

and this very Spirit is a clear Teſtimony to thy Conſcience of 
thine Adoption. If therefore the Spirit of God gives thee a fa- 
tisfactory diſcerning of theſe Things, theſe filial Affections, and 
holy Diſpoſitions of Soul towards God, look no farther after 
any other Witneſs of the Spirit, thou haſt it already in thine 
own Heart, But if thou haſt not a clear Diſcerning of theſe 
Evidences, or if the Comfort of the Spirit's Teſtimony be 
ſuſpended, wait on God in the Uſe of all the Means of Grace 
and in the Exerciſe of all holy Diligence in the Duties of the 
ſpiritual Life, and he will not fail in the beſt Time, to ſpeak 
Peace and Comfort to thy Soul. Hence , 

3. Let it be improved for Dire&ion how to obtain the Spirit's 
. and the Comfort of it. To this End, there muſt, firſt 

all, be a Change of -Covenants, that is, you muſt come out 
of the State of the Covenant of Works, which you are under by 
Nature, into the State of the Covenant of Grace by a ſaving 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Head of the ſecond Covenant; 
for the Spirit is not given either as a SanRifier or Comforter by 
the Law or Covenant of dateur Gal, 3. 2. — 

| | * 


* 
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the Spirit by the Works of the Law i. e. by the Doctrine of the 
Law of Works, or by the hearing of Faith ? i. e. By hearin 
and believing the Doctrine of the Goſpel of Chriſt, the Obj 
of Faith. Tis by the Goſpe!, or Covenant of Grace cordially em- 
braced by Faith, that the Spirit is received, this is called the Lau of 
the Spirit of Life in Jeſus Chris, Rom. 8. 2. And it is a vital 
Union to Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, that opens the Way for the whole 
Work of the Spirit. Joh. 7. 39. This ſpake he of the N 
which they that believe on him ſhould receive, (See alſo Gal. 3. 
14. Epb. 1. 13, 14.) The Spirit hath no other Office in Re- 
ference to them that are under a Covenant of Works, than that 
of a Spirit ef Bondage, urging their Conſciences with the ſtrict 
and holy Precepts of the Law, without affording them any Life 
or Strength to obey, convincing them of Guilt through their 
Non - Performance, or Violation of thoſe Precepts, and thereby 
binding them over to Death, and Condemnation, and fo produ- 
cing imbondaging Fears of Wrath, without affording them any 
Relief, or Hope, but only in the Grace of the Redeemer pro- 
pounded on the Terms of the New-Covenant ; and there is this 
one Door till open to Sinners who are ſhut up under the Curſe, 
even the Door of Faith in Chriſt; and it is a believing Recep- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt into the Heart, that ſecures us from the Con- 
demnation of the Law of Works, and brings in Life and Strength 
from the Spirit for all the Duties of the New- Covenant, enabling 
us to walk with God, under the Adminiſtration of it, with Li- 
berty, Alacrity, Peace and Comfort, Be perſwaded then, in or- 
der to the Participation of the Spirit, to make thorow Work in 
believing by a cordial Acceptance of Jeſus Chriſt in all his Of- 
fices to be ruled, and faved by him, renouncing Sin, Self and the 
World, and coming into a free, hearty, entire and unreſerved 
Dedication of yourſelves to God by him according to the Terms 
of the new Covenant with a full Bent of Will to obey and pleafe 
him, by the Obſervance of the holy Rules of the Goſpel. And 
let us be often renewing Acts of Faith in Chriſt in Order to a 
fuller Poſſeſſion of the holy Spirit. The Holy Ghoſt was not yet 
given (faith the Evangeliſt, Joh, 7. 39.) becauſe that Feſus was 
not yet glorified. Tho' this is to be underſtood of the greater 
Abundance and Fulneſs of the Spirit's Gifts and Graces, which 
were poured out after our Lord's Aſcenſion, yet it may afford us 
this uſeful Admonition, that the Reaſon of our Want of the 
Spirit, or of the greater Meaſures of it, is becauſe that F eſus is not 
get glorified by us, as he ought to be, that we are defeQive in gi- 
ring Glory to him, as an al-ſuffcient Saviour, in the Work of 
Faith, in Adherence to him, Dependance on him, and Satisfaction 
an 
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in him alone, making him our All in the great Affair of our | 


Salvation, 
But having laid this Foundation of being poſſeſs'd of the Spirit 
of Adoption and Sanctification, you muſt go on with Diligence in 
the Duties of your holy Chriſtian Profeſſion, waiting on God for 
the Comfort of the Spirit's Teſtimony, in the Aflurance of your 
Adoption, and think it not much to wait on God by a Faith of 
Adherence, for the attaining a full Aſſurance, God ſees it of- 
ten moſt for his Glory, and many Ways needful and beneficial 
to us, to hold us long waiting for the Qomforts of his Spirit, and 
the Joys of his Salvation, Many that are awaken'd to an anxi- 
ous Concern about their ſpiritual Condition, and begin to ſet 
their Faces Zion-wards, are in Haſte for Aſſurance at once, and 
therefore are apt to catch greedily at the Shadows and Appearan- 
ces of it, and ſe ate in Danger of Self-Deception by reſting in 
counterfeit Evidences, and of being deluded with Fancies, and 
vain Hopes. F Whereas God has made this precious Jewel, the 
| Prize 

** 2 9 3 5 6 — — a 
+ Dr. Owen (whom I quoted before) in his excellent Book 
on the CXXXth Pſalm, under the Head of vain Pretences 
of Faith diſcover'd, thus animadverts on this Temper and 
rame of thoſe, who having been in Diſtreſs for Sin, im- 
mediately look after the Comfort of Af] :rance, that their Sins 
are forgiven ; who would fain be finiſhing their Building, 
*< when they have not laid the Foundation. God delights 

© not” (faith he) ** in ſuch a Frame of Spirit ; for, 
* 1, It is eh: The great Deſign of Faith is to give 
& Glory unto God, Rom. 4. 20. The End of God's giving 
* out Forgiveneſs is the Praiſe of his glorious Grace, Epb, 
% I. 6, But let a Soul in this Frame have Peace in it 
* ſelf, and it is very little ſolicitous about giving Gh, ta 
„God. This /e/f/b Earnefineſs, at firlt to be thrutting 
“ our Hand in the Side of Chriſt, is that which he wul 
© parden in many, but accepts in more. 
2, It. is impatient, Men do thus deport themſelves 
& becauſe they will not wait. They do not care for and. 
<< ing afar off for any Seaſon, with the Publican, They love 
© not to ſubmit their Souls to lie at the Foot of God, ta 
% give him the Glory of his Goodneſs, Mercy, Wiſdom 
* and Love, in the Diſpoſal of them, and their Concern- 
% ments, This waiting comprizeth the univerſal Subjccti- 
** gn af the Soul unto 72 with a reſolved Judgment that 

2 | 
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Prize of holy Diligence in a Life of Faith and Obedience; often 


commanding us to give all Diligence to grow in Grace, unto the 


\ Full Aſſurance of Hope, to give Diligence to make our (alling, 1 
. Eleftion ſure (2 e 


Pet. 1. 5. Heb. 6. 11, 12. 2 Pet. 1, 10.) 
ſhould admit nothing as an Evidence of a Statę of Grace, but 


what argues a gracious Habit, Diſpoſition or Temper of Mind; but 


ſudden Impreſſions and Impulſes are tranſient and variable, and do 
not diſcover the ordinary prevailing Temper of a Man, Let us 
be careful we don't build our Aſſurance on any T hipng below 
thoſe Chriſtian Virtues which are the certain and negeſſary Qua- 
lifications for Heaven, and which require great Pains, and Dili- 
gence, Care and Watchfulneſs to attain unto ; left otherwiſe we 


de found to build upon the Sand. Let us, then, exert our ſelves, 


be more ſolicitous to be found doing thoſe Things which will not 
fail to bring in Comfort at laſt, and to eſtabliſh a ſolid Perſwaſion 
of our good Eftate towards God, than to be too eagerly and haſ- 


tily enquiring after preſent Comfort and Aſſurance. Let us be 
careful to keep a pure, and inoffenſive Conſcience towards God, 
and towards Man, the Teſtimony whereof to our Integrity is 


neceſſary to prepare us for, and will infallibly ſecure the Comfort 

and Joy of the Spirit's Teſtimony, in the Way and Time God 

_ — 1 1 

dit is meet and right, that we and all we deſire and aim 
„at, ſhould be at his ſovereign Diſpoſal, this gives Glory to 
„God; a Duty which the Impatience of theſe poor Souls 
* will not admit them to the Performance of; and both 
*© theſe ariſe, | | 

3. From Weakneſs ; it is weak, it is Weakneſs in any 
Condition, that makes Men reſleſi, and weary, The 
1% State of Adherence is as ſafe a Condition, as the State of 
* Aſſurance, only it hath more Combats and Wreſtlings 
attending it.”---- And he adds, 

« Firſt, Exerciſe Faith on Forgiveneſs in God, and when 
© the Soul is fixed therein, it will have a Ground, andFoun- 
dation whereon it may ſtand ſecurely, in making Appli- 
cation of it unto it ſelf. Would Men but lay this Prin- 
* ciple well in their Souls. and ſecure it againſt Aſſaults, 
% they might proceed, tho' not with ſo much Speed as ſome 
*© do, yet with more Safety. Some pretend at once to fall 
* into full Aſſurance, I wiſh it prove not a broad Preſump- 
4% ion in the moſt, It is to no Purpoſe for him to flrive 10 
*© fly, who cannot yet ge; to labour to come to Aſſurance 
* in himſelf, who never well believed Forgibentſi in God. 
122, 123. ] ſees 


ſees fitteſt. Let us therefore ſhake off Sloth, and Drowſineſs, 
Formality in the Duties of God's Worſhip ; let us fir up theGi 
that is in us, and if we live in the Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit, 
(Gal. 5. 25.) Let us ſerve and worſhip God in Spirit and ir 
Truth; with the entire Devotion of our Hearts to him. And let 
the Fruits of the Spirit in all Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs and Truth, 
| ( Eph. . 9.) appear in our daily Converſation towards Men, 
hile 2 lies, as it were, dormant in the Soul, it is not ſo vi- 
ſible, but eminent Actings of Grace in ſuch Duties as are attended 
with peculiar Labour and Self-Denial carry with them their own 
Evidence, with a more ſatisfying Clearneſs : Such as patient Suf- 
ferings, eſpecially for a good Conſcience, in the Cauſe of Truth 
and Righteouſneſs. So the Theſſalonians, their Receiving the 
Ward in much Affliction, with Foy of the Holy Ghoſt, was an evi- 
dent Token of their Election of Gad. (1 Thell, 1. 4, 5, 6.) 
And the Apoſtle tells them, (2 Ep. 1. 4, 5.) That their Patience 
and Faith in the Perſecutions, and Tribulations, which they en- 
dured, was a manife/t Token of the righteous Fudgment > 2 God, 
that they might be counted worthy of the Kingdom of Gad, for 
which they ſuffered, So, when Chriſtians are enlarg'd in any o- 
ther Grace or Duty, as Truſt, and Refignation to God, or Cha- 


rity to Men ; it affords them the happy Occaſion of obſerving 


ſomething of the Spirit of God in them, ſome diſcernable Linea- 
ments of his Image, ſomething that ſpeaks 514. Children, 
the Objects of his Favour, and the Heirs of his Kingdom. 


eminent Acts of Grace carry Light in them as well as Heat, and 


tend to ſettle a Perſwaſion in the Conſcience of divine Appro- 
bation and Love. Abel's exemplary Faith in ſerving God by Sa- 
crifice, procur'd him a Teſtimony from God that he was righte- 
ous, Heb. 11. 4. By Faith Abel offired unto God a more excellent 
Sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained Witneſs, that he was 
righteous, So the Spirit gives in his Witneſs, and the comfor- 
table Senſe of it by the lively Operations of Grace, In 
like Manner, after long Struggles with any Corruption, 
or Temptations, when once we have got the Victory 
by ſome reſolute Acts of Self-denial, the heavenly Peace enſui 

thereupon in the Soul is a kind of Foretaſte of the eternal Reſt 
and Triumph, and a divine Seal of our Title to it, as the Chil- 
dren and Heirs of God: according to that Promiſe of Chriſt, 
Rev. 2. 17. To him that overcometh, will I give to cat of the hid- 


Abſolution or Juſtification ) and in the Stone à new Name (viz, 
Adoption) written, which no Man knoweth, ſaving be that re- 
cciveib it. | To 
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den Manna, and I will give him à white Stone (the Pledge of 
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To conclude then, Since we depend ſo much on the Spirit of 
God as the Author of Converſion and Sanctification, and the 
inward Spring of all Grace and Conſolation, let us beware of 
doing any T hing to grieve him, Eph. 4. 30. Grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 5 unto the Day of Re- 
demption, The Spirit is grieved by flothful Neglects, and Omiſ- 
ſions of Duty, when his Holy Motions are not comply'd with; 
and by carnal Indulgences (for nothing tends more effectually to 
extinguiſh a ſpiritual Senſe of divine Things, than the inordinate 


' Indulgence of ſenſual Pleaſures ) and alſo, by finning againſt 


Light and Conſcience ; tis a palpable Contempt of the Dictates 
of the Spirit, Let us beware of theſe Things, as we would 
not * — the Holy Spirit to withdraw ; As alſo of the Sins of 
the Tongue, all unſavory, vain and corrupt Communication, all 
Fierceneſs, Wrath, Contention, Evil-ſpeaking, and cenſuring 
our Fellow Chriſtians ( highly unbecoming thoſe that are the 
Followers of the Lamb-like Jeſus, and the Habitation of the 
Dove-like Spirit ) which are no leſs grievous and provoking to 
him ; as the Apoſtle in the Context of the laſt cited Paſſage in- 
timates, with whoſe Cautions and Exhortations ( as being moſt 
needful and ſeaſonable at this Day) I ſhall cloſe my Diſcourſe ; 
Let no corrupt Communication proceed out of your Mouth, but that 


' which is good to the Uſe of — 2 And grieve not the Spirit 
7 


of God, &c. Let all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and 
Clamour, and Evil. ſpealing, be put away from you, with all 
Malice . And be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgi- 
wing one another, even as GOD for CHRIST's Sake hath 


. forgiven you, And (Chap. 5. 1.) Herein be ye Followers of 


GOD as dear Children, 


FINTIS. 
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